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Hon. 8ir E, H. Wittenoom: Is that the
carrying of heavy loads or carrying with
too narrow tyres?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We
can deal with that in Committee. Similar
legislation already exists in Section 89 of
the Public Works Act, and it will be re-
pealed if this Bill becomes law. Clause
51 is a new clause so far as this State
is eoncerned, but similar provision is in-
eluded in Division 111, dealing with motor
cars. It is specially to provide against
reckless or negligent driving of other vehi-
¢les, and puts the same on a similar basis
for the interests of the travelling public.
Th regard to Claunse 52

Hon. Sir E. O Wittenoom:
“tjoy riding.”’

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
legislation eopied from the Victorian Act.
and it is for the purpose of putting a
stop to what is known as “joy riding.”
I could give some instances. In regard to
Clanse 53 the Municipal Aet and the
Roads Act already give the local anthority
this power, and the Public Works Aect
gives the Minister power. Therefore the
clanse only re-enacts the existing pro-
vigsion with the additional safegnard that
the Minisler may annul any order given
by a municipality where sufficient reason
is given to open a street.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Supposing he
closes a street for 10 years?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think we had better leave that matter for
the Committee stage. Clause 54 contains
powers similar to those granted nnder the
Munieipalities and the Roads Acts. Clause
57 is virtually taken from the Cart and
Carciage Licensing Act. Tt is mevely ve-
enacted in modified form, the better to
meet the provisions of the Bill. Clause
60 is new. It is a machinery clanse, and
it legalises what is to-day a general prac-
tiee.  Clause 61 is practically the same as
the existing sections in the Roads and the
Municipalities Acts. The Roads Aet and
the Municipalities Act makes the penalty
£30. The reason for the larger penalty
at the end is to provide for any of these
offences which may be committed but
whiclt are not specified. Clanse 62 is a
machinery clause. while Clause 63 is prae-
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tically a re-enactment of existing legisla-
tion, but in modified form, owing to the
passing of the Aet of 1909 dealing with
the appropriation of fines and penalties.
Clanse §4 is merely a re-enactment of the
existing legislation, so as to put all laws
dealing with vehieles in one Act. It is
slightly modified to meet present require-
ments. The Bill is a measure dealing with
traffic only, whereas the Public Works Act
deals more with the construction of tram-
ways. I have a good deal more fo say,
but I will reserve it for the Committee
stage. I beg to move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

On motion by Hon. W. Kingsmill de-
hate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.18 p.m.
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QUESTION—ESPERANCE AND
NORSEMAN LANDS.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is he aware that a large
number of goldfields residents are
anxious to acquire wheat lands in the
mallee belt between Isperance and
Norseman, and that no information
is available at the Kalgoorlie lands
office as to when the said lands will be
available for selection ! 2, Is he aware
that settlement in the Esperance-Norse-
man district is being blocked by the
withdrawal of these lands from selection ?
3, Since this land has been classified
as first-class wheat land by a majority
of the members of the Railway Advisory
Board, and by other official experts,
will the Government have it surveyed
and thrown open for selection as soon
as possible ? 4, If not, why not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The course pursued
is the same as in other similar cases.
3, Theugh there is perhaps the largest
aren of unoccupied good wheat land in
the State in this locality, it is considered
inadvisable to throw it open until rail-
way facilities are approved. 4, Answered
by No. 3.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. FRANK WILSON
{for Mr. Layman) leave of absence for
two weeks granted to Mr. George on
the grounds of ill health.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1912-13.

In Commitice of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 7th November
* on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement
and the Annual Estimates ; Mr. Holman
in the Chair.

Vote—His Hzcellency the Governor,
£2,746 :

Mr. DOOLEY {Geraldton): I listened
with a great deal of pleasure to the
Budget presented by the Treasurer,
particularly with regard to the mass of
detail in connection with the work
done during the past year, and when
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I come to consider the many ecroaking
criticisms from certain sections of the
Press I am very pleased that the general
tone of comment should be one of proper
optimism. With regard to the oppo-
eition offered to the Budget, I can only
say I was very much disappointed
at the puerility of the ecriticism.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is a nice
word.

Mr. DOOLEY : It suits the occasion.
I naturally expected that when ¢his
criticism was offered we would be told
exactly where the Opposition would
have done differently had the position
been changed. But we look in vain for
anything of the kind in the speeches of
the Opposition. Of course, with every
member of the House, I regret that we
have a deficit instead of a credit. We
naturally like to be on the right side
of the ledger. But when we come to
understand that the deficit has been
caused by the very bad season, and when
we consider that the expenditure en-
tailed has been in the interests of the
individual welfare of the community,
I think we have very little to complain
about in that respect. There are one or
two matters which, I think, the Premier
should seriously take inte consideration
when replying to the debate. There is,
for instance, the statement made by
the leader of the Opposition with regard
to the cost of loan flotation. That hon.
gentleman stated that had he been con-
ducting the negotations” for loans the
incidental expenditure in connection
therewith would have been reduced to
the extent of £190,000,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did I say that ?

Mr. DOOLEY : Yes.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
are misquoting me.

The Premier: I scarcely think the
leader of the Opposition could have
said that, beecause it is a matter of
impossibility for any man to do.

Mr. DOOLEY: Well, that is the
interpretation I put upon his rernacks,
and if I have misread or misheard the
hon. member I hope he will put me
right. I certainly understood him to
sny that the extra cost of floating those
loans, as compared with what the pre.

I did not. You
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vious Government would have done,
amounted to £190,000, which meant a
dead loss of that amount to the country.
It is a very serious mabter, and one
which, I think, requires to be cleared
up. The hon. member also stated that
the Premier had illegally manipulated
the funds of the Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Department, to
the extent that he had utilised them
in a way not in accordance with proper
book-keeping. The hon. member pointed
out that the Metropoliten Water Supply
and Sewerage was controlled by a special
Act which provided that the profit, if
any, in connection with the department
should be devoted entirely to improving
the supply, or the works in connection
therewith. With regard to the state-
ment that something like £630,000 had
been expended on works not directly
reproductive, I am very glad the
leader of the Opposition has drawn
attention to the fact ; because, although
the Premier in the past has put a certain
definition on what should be regarded
as strictly réproductive works, and
what money should be borrowed for
works of any kind, I think that when
the circumstances are taken into con-
gideration it will be conceded that the
expenditure was amply justified. The
leader of the Opposition seems to take
exception to the Premier using that
money for the assistance of the agricul-
tural industry, and also the mining
industry and immigration. He objects to
that, when, as a matter of fact, he would
himself have advocated the same thing
in similar circumstances. The member
for Greenough (Mr. Nanson) sought
to make it appear that the unemployed
difficulty had not existed during the
regime of the previous Administration.
He endeavoured to make out that on
previous ocecasions, when unemployed
agitations were brought before the
country, the party now sitting on the
Government benches tried to vamp up
s difficulty or problem in connection
with unemployment which did not
actually exist, but that, as soon as they
got into power, things were altered and

a real unemployed difficulty eropped up,
notwithstanding which they were stony-
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hearted and absolutely refused to take
into consideration the crying needs of
the unemployed. Itis a most remarkahle
thing that the latest report of the State
Labour Bureau clearly seta forth that
s0 far as unemployment in this State is
concerned matters are practically as
they were during the previous year,
namely, 1910-11. Of course we know
very well that no matter how prosperous
the country may be there are times in
the history and work of the State when
certain big works have been finished and
a little time elapses before other works
are taken in hand, with the result that,
for the time being, there is a slight
unemployed problem. But so far as
is indicated by any record other than
the mere fact that a few men chose to
rush precipitately to the Premier in
connection with this matter the other
day, the position is, if anything, an
improvement on what it was in previous
years. We find that, so far as general
labouring work is concerned, that is
work in the agricultural industry, in
July of this year there were 34 positions
to be filled, which were turned down by
the men who came to the Lebowr Bureau
for work ; in August there were 32, in
September 79, and in October, the very
time when there was supposed to be
such a great dearth of employment, there
were 112 positions offering at the Labour
Bureau which were not accepted by
persons secking work of & general kind,
Public works provide the best payment
and the most congenial employment,
end because some of these works have
been completed, and there has been an
interim between their completion and
the starting of others, there is temporary
unemployment, but nothing to justify
the outery that has been made. I had
occasion to call on Mr. Longmore this
morning in connection with a matter
quite apart from uneraployment, and I
asked him if his department had ex-
perienced any pressure in regard to
applications for assistance om account
of unemployment, and he stated that
there had been no indication that matters
in that respect are in any wny worse

than they have been before. These
facts should speak with a little more
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suthority than the mere assertion of
the member for Greenough. Another
statement which that hon. member made
was that the Labour party advocated one
thing when in Opposition and practised
quite another when sitting in authority,
but that statement ill-becomes the hon.
member, because we know that so far
as that attitude in polities is concerned,
there is nobody in politics throughout
the Commonwealth to-day who lays
himself open to a charge of that kind more
than the hon. member has done. We
have only to recognise thas throughout
thiz Parliament we have endeavoured
to put into execeution and upon the
statute-book the wvery planks of our
platform which we have advocated in
season and out of season. I need only
refer to the Industrial Arbitration Bill,
the Workers’ Compensation Bili, . the
Workers’ Homes Act, and last, but by
no means least, the Amending Yand
Bill. If those measures, amongst others,
are taken into consideration, the charge
of insincerity is at once dissipated. I
must certainly take strong exceptions
to one or two clauses in the annual
report of the Commissioner of Railways.
The report states on page 11—

The various items improving the
financial position of the staff at large,
as detailedl above, total £107,300.
It is with extremse regret that T have
observed no general increase of energy
or effort corresponding with such a
large inercase of expenditure.

I contend that that statement is entirely
unjustified, or, if there is any justification
for it at all, the statement is a gross
reflection on the Commissioner and his
departmental heads. Tither it implies
thaot hitherto the staff were working
at their limit, and there was in con-
sequence, no room for any increased
energy, or that the organisation of the
staff was such that they werc not able
to get a fair return for the money ex-
pended. T krow from my own experience
that the statement is not correct. It
may be all right for the Commissioner
to sit back and say, ‘I am pgiving
you more money, let me see you do more
work,”” but if a staff is not properly
organised, if proper eprovragement is
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not given, and the men are not properly
directed, then nobody but those in charge
of the orgenisation is to blame for such
a state of affairs. I regard the state-
ment as nothing else but a mere pisce
of spleen, because the Commissioner
has had to grant a decent living wage
much against his inclination. I know
very well that it would pay him better
if he gave a little more sympathy and
encouragement to the rank and file,
instead of making carping ecriticisms
which are entirely out of place in a
report of this character. He has in his
department men who are working night
and day on inventions and improvements
to facilitate the working of the railway
system. I Lknow of f{ully half-a.dozen
men who are working on improvements
of this character, and who have received
only the scantiest thanks. I have re.
collections of a former Commissioner of
Railways in New South Wales (Mr,
Eddy), who, with all his faults. recog-
nised the pgreat advantage it was to
encourage the rank and, file to pu
forward their best efforts, and he used
to circularise the men, inviting them
to offer their ideas for improvements in
all branches of the serviee. The result
was a vast saving in the management,
and a far better spirit prevailed amongst
the staff themselves, I know of one
man who has effected considerable im-
provements in one or two things, and in
one case he was absolutely deprived of
the little credit that should have been
due to him. One improvement which
he has devised means & savirg of many
thousands of pounds to the Railway
Department, and yet he has received no
satisfaction in connection with it. His
union took the matter up and laid it
hefore the Conmmissioner, but his claim,
which was in relation to an experiment
that he had carried out on his own
account, with the approval of his lecal
foreman, has remained in abeyance for
eighteen months. I say that is grossly
anfair. When this man proved that
he was capable of improving the service
and of evolving idens which would mean
E-l_lciig saving to the department, he was
not given the ordinary rise which was
due to him. He wanted to have the
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full credit that was due to him for his
invention, but that did not suit certain
people who thought the matter should
have been handed over to the department
and that he should be prepared to take
any thanks that might be ofiered to him
as an act of grace. This improvement
was chiefly in connection with an axle
box. The lubricator was found to be
unworkable and to be continually causing
trouble and delays to the traffic by
becoming heated and burning out. It
was not possible to insert a new lubricator
except by hanging up the train, and that
of course involved great delay. This
man devised an alterastion which did
away with that trouble, and consequently
saved the department a good deal of
expense. That was only one item, but
I know of others of a similar nature.
I know of one ecase where the man is
having his patent acknowledged through-
out Australia and by the Commonwealth
Government, and I believe that the
American railway companies have also
decided to adopt it ; yet that man was
working on his invention for four or
five years before he could get the slightest
recognition of his efforts.  Another
matter in which I think the Commissioner
has shown rather bad policy is in con-
nection with the espionage being prac-
tised on certain members of his running
staff. 1 lmow just as much about the
average man and his ideas of honesty
as anybody does, and 1 contend that the
system of espionage adopted by the
Commissioner is not going to unprove
matters. That system was turned down
by the Police Department long ago.
I refer to the practice of engaging pimps
to watch men who have the handling
of money. The fact that the Com-
misgioner in his report has not a single
defalcation to report on this occasion
speaks volumes for the staff ; yet we
find him engaging men of no character
to act as spies on other men, and also
practising the devices of way back
publicans in requiring a return of 165
and 170 per cent. on the liquor sold.
I consider such practices are unworthy
of a gentleman holding the position of
Cornmissioner of Railways. Surely there
are other methods which can be adopted
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if there is any doubt as to a man’s honesty.
Caterers in other walks know the amount
of provisions they supply and the number
of meals those provisions should provide
and also what return to expect f[rom
a given stock of liquor, without adopting
tactics such as those resorted to by
the Commissioner. If an attendant does
beat an estimate based on something
like & business system it is time then to
sericusly consider whether the em-
ployment of that particular person in
that capacity should be continued.

Mr, Taylor: Some persons rely
largely on the cash register.

Mr. DOOLLEY: That system could
be adopted, but there are other systems.
It seems that the obsolete systern which
the Policc Department have turned
down of employing pimps and that
class of men, men of no character who
cannot be relied on—

Mr. TUnderwood :
police turn it down ?

Mr. DOOLEY : It has been turned
down by the police for some time.

Mr. Underwood: What next ?

Mr. DOOLEY : Yes it has. The
method adopted by the police now
is to—

Mr. Underwood: A lot of men get
into the force that way, that is their
initintory work.

Mr. DOOLEY : The Police Department
are engaging a better class of men and
are putting them on the permanent
staff, and are making them responsible
officers. I am not applauding that;
I am simply saying that the old system
of employing this type of man to catch
attendants—respectable men so far as
their characters go and of the very
best credentials—is anything but laud-
able. In the other paragraph the Com-
missioner practically takes the Minister
and Cabinet to task on account of the
action of the employees in using political
influence in order to gain their ends
or to influence the Ministry to bring about
improvements in their conditions which
the Commissioner otherwise would not
have granted. I contend that the Com-
missioner of Railways is a gentleman who
is engaged as an expert manager, and
as regards his passing of opinions which

When did the
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are solely the province of the Minister
in charge Y consider the Minister should
have resented it and refused to have
allowed those statements to go into
his report. Those statements are nothing
more or less than an atternpt to dictate
to Cabinet in the first place and to
Parlimment in the next.

Mr. Taylor : Then you ask the Minister
to revise the Commissioner’s report ?

Mr’ DOOLEY: Yes; before it was
allowed to go into circulation. Such
o thing is a gross reflection on the Ad-
ministration. He should not allow a
gentleman in the position of Mr. Short
to express his opinion and dictate as he
has practically done to the Minister
with regard to the action of his staff.

Mr. Taylor: As expert manager of
a trading concern of the Government,
he should be permitted to send in his
report untrammelled by party or Govern-
ments or anything else.

Mr. DOOLEY : So far as it is confined
to his business, the management of these
railways, that is all right, but when it
comes to » matter of political opinion it
should not be allowed.

The DMinister for Mines: This is
not new. Xxactly similar paragraphs
have appearsd year after year in his
reports and I want the hon. member
to understand this is not the first year
he has expressed this opinion.

Mr. DOOLEY: I understand that,
but it ill-becomes the Commissioner.
The reason he is squealing is because the
general stafi- have reaped some benefit
by making & legal, proper and con-
stitutional representation to the powers
that be. He makes no reference to
the time when the Commissioner’s ap-
pointments were made and to the
political influence used then to improve
the position of some of those gentlemen.
As long as the heads of the departments
can have full approach to the political
heads nothing is seid, but when it is a
matter of getting something like decent
living conditions for the rank and file it
hurts the Commissioner and he must
perforce rush this ill-timed reference
into his report.

Mr. Taylor:
prejudiced.

The hon. member is
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Mr. DOOLEY : I am not. I was just
about to commend the Comumissioner
for a matter which is within his sole
province, and that is the method of
constructing new railways. The Com-
misgioner has made n report for which
I highly commend him. I do not see
how an expert could have spoken in
any other strain. Moving about the
country and knowing some of the in-
spectors who have had to report on this
matter, I know the Commissioner is on
solid ground when he says that the
Works Department after constructing
railways in the past have not handed
them over in a proper and ft state
to work.

Mr. Taylor: He is correct in that.

Mr. DOOLEY: He is. This is no
reflection either on the Public Works
Department or on the contractors. The
trouble arigses from the anxiety and
rush to get the work completed and
handed over to the department as after-
wards there is always a certain amount
of shrinkage and settling down, and to
rectify this has been an unfair burden
on the railway department. Before the
railways have been working any length
of time alterations and refitting have
had to be carried out.

Mr. Taylor: The maintenance for
the first 12 or 18 months is too great.

The Minister for Mines: Not only
for the first 12 or 18 months. The
railways are too light.

Mr. DOOQLEY: These light agricul-
tural lines have in many instances
developed practically inte trunk lines,
and the policy has been shortsighted on
account of not taking that fact suffi-
ciently into account. Lines have been
rushed out here and there and they have
been light lines to serve a limited district,
and in course of a year or two they have
developed into trunk lines. The Com-
missioner of Railways aslks that he should
construct  these lines. Everything in
connection with railway construction
should be in the hands oi the Railway
Department. That department has to
maintain the lines and naturally the
officers will see that the works are built
on a proper foundation, and they will
construct them with an eye to the future
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welfare of the track. Another matter
upon which I would like to touch is
in connection with workers' homes.
The Workers’ Homes Board are doing
a great work. I have had a good deal
to do with the board as a result of people
geeking assistance from the board, and
I would like to say that what we con-
gider the least effective part of the Act,
Part IV, is the only part which has been

put into operation up to the present.

I contend that we have been too long
waiting for the operation of Part III.
So far as the operation of Part IV.
is concerned I have nothing but com-
mendation for the board, and I wish
particulazly to refer to the secretary.
There is no one in our public service
who can be more courteous or has a
keener insight, or carries out his duties
more conscientiously. Everyone who
comes into contact with him has nothing
but the highest praise to offer for his
promptness in dealing with every matter
brought before him. When an appli-
cation is made no time is lost on his
part in placing it before the board, and
when the board have dealt with it, he
expedites matters to the fullest possible
extent. It is fully nine months since
I pointed out to one member of the
board that there were considerable sites
around Geraldton which should be de-
dicated and brought under the operations
of Part TIT. of the Act. That gentleman
asked the distriet surveyor to make a
note and report on those sites. So
far as can be gathered nothing in the
way of heving them dedicated to the
board has been done, and people are
clamouring for homes in Geraldton
under this section, but they are un-
available. The result is that the land
boomer is getting in. He sees what
is coming oand he is cutting up land
and offering to provide for the worker
at a good rate of interest. He is booming
land wvalues, he is inflating them un-
necessarily and the burden of this will
have to be borne hy the Workers’ Homes
Board later on. The longer the delay
the greater will be the difficulties of the
board when Part JII, is brought into

operation.
to give conmsiderstion to this matter

I strongly urge the Premier
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because, so far as I can see, from one
end to the other of the settled and
industria! portion of the State, this is
causing a pgood deal of dissatisfaction,
and the supply of decent housing accom-
modation at reasonable rates is as far
off as ever it was.

Mr. Taylor: With regard to that
worker’s home, the floor of which
collapsed with the weight of a roll of
linoleum, did that happen at Geraldton ?

Mr. DOOLEY : I do not know that
it did. I do not know anything about
it. In conclusion I would like to ask
the Opposition where they would en-
deavour to improve on the present
method of raising revenue and expending
the money in connection with the ad-
ministration of the State. The member
for Kimberley (Mr. Male} stated that
he sees nothing but lavish expenditure.
I listened attentively in the hope that
I would hear something in the way of
constructive criticism, but I maintain
that the Opposition are not fulfilling their
functions if they do not point out where
improvements cen be made. If they
say the expenditure is too great, how
would they suggest it should be lessened ?
Would they reduce the expenditure on
immigration, or the expenditure on
education ? Would they reduce the
salaries and improved conditions given
to the civil servants and the police ?
Would they reduce extra expenditure
in wages in the Railway Department ?
Ii they would, they should say so:
if not, they should point out where
improvement can be made. This carping
criticism is that of which Byron spoke
when he said, “ A man mnst serve his
time to every trade except that of
censor ;  critics are all ready made.”
That sort of thing is very nice to talk
about, but the country wants to know
just exactly how and where we are
going to improve the condition of things
with regard to the expenditure. The
member for Kimberley complained about
the proposed taxation of the Government,
and spoke about the increased land tax
and the vaising of the exemption in
connection with the income tax and
making it a graduated tax. But that
is the Government's method of meeting
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this increased expenditure, and, as [
have said, T have listened very closely
to get some point that would indicate
to the House and the country where
improved methods of financing the
country could come in.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE (Katanning) : 1t
is not wy infention to address myself
at any length to the question of the
Budget. I did not have the opportunity
of being in the Chamber when the Pre-
mier delivered his Budget, but I have
since had an opportunity of reading the
Premier’s speech in Hanserd. 1 fully
svmpathise with him and his Government
in the unfortunate position in whieh they
now find themselves so far as finances of
the conntry are concerned. The defieit
announced by the Premier has for some
months past been expected by hon. mem-
bers who have followed the published
statements of the finances from time to
time; and, therefore, the announcement
by the Premier did not come as a sur-
prise. Excuses are always made, and no
doubt it is every Treasurer’s privilege
to be able to make excuses for deficits,
bnt in this ease I think the Premier and
the Government have laid too much stress
upon the unfortunate bad season which
has prevailed in this State during the
past vear. 1 admit that the Govern-
ment were faced with very lrying civeum-
slances in the first year of their
administraton, and T do not wish to he
ungenernus to Ministers; I fully appre-
einte the efforts they put forward in en-
deavouring to meet the peenliar situa-
tion brought about by the unfortunate
partial dronght in our agrieultural dis-
tricts; hul at the same time, when we
ecomie to look into the statements of re-
venue and expenditure placed before the
(Committee, we find there are nther rea-
sons which have added verv greatly to
the difficulties in whirh the Government
find themselves ro-day, for instance, the
undue haste with which the Government
have, upon assuming office, nereased
and very larsely inereased, the expendi-
fure in conneetion with onr railways,
Cerfain sections of the enmmunity may
ihink 1his is very commendable. hut
at 1the same Iime the Government should
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have been more eautions and the Trea-
snrer should have looked further ahead
before rushing into this very large ex-
penditure without reckoning the results.
I have not the slightest doubt that in
that big trading concern, the Railway
Department, there are many of our em-
ployees who have been underpaid and
possibly overworked, but to some extent
that has to he expected in a large depart-
ment sueh s the Railway Department.
We do not of conrse wish to see onr em-
ployees underpuid or overworked, at the
same time it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to deal eautiously with the expendi-
ture of large sums of public money as in-
stanced in this case. It wonld have heen
more preferable to have made these in-
creases to the railway officials more
gradually and not to bhave increased
salavies to the extent that was done in
ane vear.

The Minister for Mines: My diffienlty
is that they are saying it is too gradual.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: One musi view
with very grave concern the fact that the
great revenue-producing concern of the
State, the Railway Department, should
be faced with such an abnormal ex-
penditure in one vear. What the people
of the country want to know is where
this increased cost of administration is
going to end. We also have this unfor-
tunate faet in the report of the Comis-
sioner of Railways referred to very
much in the House during the last few
weeks, that, although these inerveases have
talken place, there is no tnereased energy
shown by a number of the officials. T
have hnd some experience of the rail-
way officials, and I think the country
has every reason to be proud of the rail-
way staff, but the time bas arrived when
the railway officials and other officials
in the employ of the Siate should realise
that these institutions are nol ecarried
on for the fun of the thing or in the in-
terests of the officials only, but that they
are in the first instance provided to de-
velop and assist in the development of
the country. Ti view of the fact that
we are faced with this large inercased
expenditure during the past vear and the
probability of an even greater cost of ad-



[12 Novemser, 1912.]

ministration in the very near future, the
people of the State require some as-
surance from Ministers as to where this
is likely to end. What is going to be the
result of the efficieney and good work we
expect to be done by our railways in
opening np and developing the country?
Viewed from an agriculturists’ point of
view we can only say that we are greatly
eoncerned as to what is going to be the
resnlt of the administration of this ‘de-
partment, especially if it is to be eon-
trolled by a Minister instead of being
removed from political econtrol as now
The Premicr bas not taken us into his
confidence so far as this is concerned:
but reading between the lines, I should
say that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to advocate the political con-
trol of the railways. If that is the case,
the Government will be faced with greater
difficulties, and it will be very hard to
say where the trouble is poing to end so
far- as the railway administration is
concerned.  Take the recent strike at
Midland Junetion. It was ealled a con-
ference, but after all, 1 think that we
can take that as another word for strike.
We have heard very little in the Cham-
ber during this debate with regard to
this parlicnlar strike or conference that
took place a few months ago, yet we have
only to keep our eyes open going through
the country to see evidence of it, to see
trains stuck up in many diveetions and
engines which have been almost rnined
as a result of the temporary stoppage of
a certain section of the employees at
Midland  Junction the Governmeni
were very much to blame in that they did
not show a stiff back in connection with
this conference. I contend that if any
Government employees go out on sirike
and the assets of the State are damaged
—if they intentionally go ont on sirike
and allow these assets of the Siate to
become seriously damaged or their effi-
ciency impaired. [ think they should be
seriously dealt with, and in this case T
am surprised that the Government did
not take some serious action. It is gen-
erglly admitted, even hy the railway em-
plovees themselves. that as a vesult of
that conference many of the lncomotives
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in the department are in a shocking state
of disrepair.

Mr. Thomas:
ment help that?

Mr. A, BE. PIESSE: The Government
should have shown a firm hand.

The Minister for Mines: What would
you have done?

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: I know what
shonld have been done. The Minister
knows that Ministers and those gentlemen
sitting by him are only reaping the just
reward of some of their past labours. We
want lion. members who ave seeking the
suffrages of the electors to instil into the
minds of the gentlemen whose suffrages
they are seeking that there is another
gide to this question hesides that of higher
wages and shorler hours.  There is the
ijuestion of loyalty to the employer. It is
a singnlar fact that we very rarely hear
hun. tuembers when addressing meetings
of (heir supporters reminding them that
there is another side to the contract. Al
we hear of is the ery for shorter hours
atl higher pay, and with this continoally
going on there is not the least doubt that
the avernge workman is coming to feel
thai there is nothing to expect hevond
shorter hours and highey pay. He is not
expeeted to put any more energy into his
work; he has lost all interest in if. He
works eight honrs a day and during the
remainder of the litne is probably conniv-
ing as to the hest way of gebling shorler
hours and increased pay. As far as my
experience goes with workmen, I lave al-
ways endenvoured to see that they are
properly freated and perfectly satisfied,
and T do not see that any worker should
expect more than this, no matter in what
walk of life he may be employed. When
we hear hon. memhers continually expros-
sing solicitude for increased wages and
shorter hours, it is not to be wondered at
ihat we shonld have these difficullies and
that the State should be put to serious loss
and inconvenience, as was the ease in re-
spect to the Midland Junclion eonference
or sirike. The Premier has poinled (o
the great activity m regard lo public
works, T want to say again that any
eritieisms T have lo offer are not offered
in party spirit alone, nor do T wish i« he

How eould the Govern-



3212

ungenerous to Ministers, for I feel con-
vinced that they have conscientiounsly done
what they ibought to be hest. At the same

time I consider the (Government are on the,

wrong track, and especially in regard to
the policy of earrying out public works
departmentally. T do not object to some
works being carvied out departmentally.
I think it is & very good ihing that some
of our worls shounld be left to the depart-
menl, for the reason that we are thus
better able lo know what they are likely
to cost, and, moreover, it is a good check
upon the eontractors. At the same time
I do not think we are adopting a very
wise poliey in carrying out all our works
departmentally, and I view with a certain
amount of concern the announcement of
the Premier that there are over 3,000 em-
ployees in the service of the Public Works
Department. I realise that a good nam-
ber of these men will be employed on the
agricultural railways under construction.
But when we come to think of the num-
bers of them who are in small detached
purlies spread thronghont the State, and
the cost to the State of shifting those
parties from one place Lo another we must
beligve that the cost of administration is
necessarily grealer than if the work were
carried out by eontract. Therefore I ihink
that, mmstead of the emplovment of all
these men in the department being a canse
for congratulation, the House should he
told exactly where lhese employees are
engaged. For my part T think it will be
found that many of the works being carried
out under departmental supervision could
be more economically earried out if let by
contract, or placed under the control of
the local anthority.

Mr. Thomas: ITave you any proof of
that?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: Yes T have in-
stances in my own disiriet, instances of
whieh the Minister himself is aware, T
am convinced that there are many ecases
in which the work could be done hy the
Jocal authority at a cheaper rate and more
effectively than it can be done under de-
partmental conirol. It is satisfactory to
know that during the past vear a great
deal of land seitlement has taken place, in
fact we are told by the Premier that even
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more land was disposed of last year than
in the previous year. Although regretting
the necessity for the display of considera-
tion, we appreciate the faet that during
the past year the Government have re-
served the rents of those settlers who,
through the bad season they had experi-
enced, were not able to meef their engage-
ments. I think the result of last year's
land settlement should have convinced ihe
Geovernment that it is futile to bring in
a measure altering the tenure of our lands.
I am quite satisfied that if the Bill becomes
law we shall see a very serions falling-off
in the settlement of our lands during lhe
carrent vear.  This will mean a great
drawback to the eountry, amd will seri-
ously affect the progress of the State.

The Minister for Mines: The settlers
are all anxiously waiting to come under it.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE; AIl T c¢an say is
that the Minister has a lot to learn in
regard to land settiement. T know, of
course, that Ministers are anxious to build
up a big revenne, but T know. too, that
this proposed alteration of our system of
land tenure has heen and is being very un-
favourably received throughout the length
and breadth of the ecountry.

Alr. Underwood: By whom—thase who
have already got land ¥

A, A, E. PIESSE: No, those who are
looking for it. Tt is absurd for any hon.
member who krows anything about poison
country to get ap and advocate a system
of leasehold tenure tn preference to free-
hold. When you come to consider that it
takes almost 20 vears of work before one
can say that the land which once grew
poison is safe, and that it is proposed to
ask people to take up this land which is
useless to-day and a menace to the coun-
iry. and to ask the setfler to give the
whole of his energy and capital to (he
development of that land; and that when
he has made an asset of it the depart-
mental officers will come along and re-
appraise his rent—in view of all this the
propesition is an absard one,

My, . B. Johnston: They will have
the poisen land for 10 years rent free in
yvour distriet,

Mr. A E. PIESSE: Yes, as a leasehold
measure it is very liberal and, so far as
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the poison is concerned, 1 congratulate
the Minister upon being able to find out
some means of wiving assistanace to those
people who have poison lands. But fhat
does not get over the difficulty so far as
tlre principle of the Bill is concerned. I
say there will be very great difliculty in
getting people to look at land setilement
unless vou ean give them some fixed teun-
ure. Again, so far as improvements are
concerned, we know it is quite impossible
to valne them, beeause many improve-
menis arve in the form of clearing and
cultivation, and in other forms not consli-
tuting visible assets. We know that after
many vears people sometimes take stoeck
of the valne of their improvements on
their lands and that they will inform vou
that they conld not tell where the money
had zone to—notwithstanding that it had
been wisely expended. Under the Bill the
Jeaseholder would not reecive a fair ve-
turn for the money he expended in the way
of improvements, However, 1 do not
think the Government are altogether sin-
cere in their belief in regard to this meas-
ure. They have a pretty good idea of the
fate it is likely to receive in anolher place.
It is merely another plank of the party’s
platform, as fixed at Bunbury, which is
now heing brought before Parliament.

Mr. Underwood: It was fixed before
Bunbury was ever heard of.

The Minister for Mines: Who told you
that it was being unfavourably reeeived?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: T say that, so far
as the people of the country are con-
cerned, they hold that it is a very bad
measare,

Mr. Underwood: They did not say so
at the last elections,

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: T would have
thonght the WMinister could employ his
time hetter by giving some vedress to
those people who have found themselves
in the unfortunate position of having
taken up poison country at prices beyond
its true value. T have on more than one
occasion brought under the notice of the
Minister the great disabilities under which
the people to the west of the Great South-
ern line ave labouring.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Your leader says
that only land speculators disapprove of
the high prices.
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Mr. A, E. PIESSE: Many of the
people in that [oeality who have laken up
land in the areas to the west of the Great
Southern are in a very bad position, They
have been waiting for some years for an
alteration to be made in the reclassifiea-
tion of their land. In the first instance
their areas are too small to admit of their
making a livelihood, the price charged is
too high

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): Mow is it the price is too high?

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: The price was
fixed beyond its irue value,

Ion, W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
isler) ; Yes, by the late Minister in his
office, in opposition to the advice of his
responsible oflicers.

Mr. A E. PIESSE: I do not make any
excuses for the prices which were fixed.
The late Minister has for some time past
kuown my views in regard to the prices
fixed. 1 bhave held all along—and I do
not care whether a Minister of the late
Government ov of the present Administra-
tion is responsible—that the prices were
wrong.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Aiin-
ister) : Give the eredit where it 15 due.

My, Mouger: The prices ihe Govern-
ment are lixing now are altegether out
of reason.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: 1 point out fo the
Minister that the high prices are still
being perpetuated and instead of being
reduced, in connection with which so

- much was said hy Labour members at the

lasl general election, I understand that in
some instances they have heen inereased.

Hon, Frank Wilson: How does the
present Minister fix them—in his office?

AMr, A, E. PIESSE: I understand that
the report of the surveyors filters through
certain officials in the head office and is
finally dealt with by the Minister.

Houn. W. €. Angwin (Hounorary Min-
ister) : He does not increase the price,
anyhow,

Mr. A, E. PIESSE: I would not like
to blame the Minister unfairly and I
should he the last to do it. I heard only
the other day of an instance of sub-
division where land had been thrown open
under the administralion of the late
Minister for Lands and was  with-
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held  fer a time from selection and
it lhas since been thrown open and
sume of the Dblocks have been in-

creased to a higher price. T do not know
whether the Minister is aware of Lhat
fact, but if he wishes it I will give him
the instance. So far as the Department
of Agriculture 15 concerned, very good
work has been done i the past year in
the eonstruetion of roads and in the pro-
vision of water supplies, and although
perbaps the Government were not srecess-
ful in striking good water in every bore,
1 tlink a very great deal of eredit is duein
the fivsl instance to the officials at the head
of that deparlment who spared no energy
during that very trying period. Whether
the work could not have been carried oui
better Dby contract is a wmatter which
should be looked inte by the Government,
becanse I am satisfied that in some in-
slances it could have been done cheaper
by the local authority than by the Public
Works Department. The supply of seed
whkeat and manure to the farmers who
had the misfortune not to reap a ecrop
Iast yvear has been very mueh appreciated,
and I can only hope that with the pro-
spect of a better season, the people who
were unfortunate enovgh to have to apply
for seed and manure will be able to reap
a bnmper harvest and rapidly pay back
o the Government the advances made to
(hem. The rolling down of thicket coun-
try is a matter which has engaged 1y
attention for a considerable time, and one
which T feel is of great interest to those
seftlers who have land in the Ongerup,
Gnowangerup. and Nampup distriets.
About 18 months ago investigations were
made through the Agricultural Depart-
ment for suitable plant for the purpose
of rvolling down thicket country and I
amn very pleased to know that the tests
made (hen have been eontinued up to the
present until now we know that this eoun-
try ean he rolled down by steam power
at less than half the cost for whieh the
scrub can be eut down. There is one
plani at work at Ongerup and it is doing
excellent work. There are two plants at
present undergoing improvement and
alteration for the purpose of this work,
hut it is almost exasperating to think of
the terrible delay that has taken place in
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preparing these plants. 1t has been under
way for months, and for three months I
have been informed that these plants will
be ready in a fortnight. I understand
that it will siill be a fortnight before the
plants can leave the nearest railway sta-
tion and there is even a probability that
it will be i the new year before work ean
be siarted. I have brought under the
notice of the Minister the urgent need for
having more planls prepared, hecause we
have hundreds of thousands of aeres of
this country which ean be rolled and which
the people of these localities are waiting
to have rolled as soon as the plant is
available. Allhough these plants run into
£1,200 or £1,500 apiece, the expenditure
after all is very small and T hope the
Minister will, even at this late stage,
although he complains he has not the
money available fo purchase other plants,
d¢ something to provide the two extra
plants to which I have referred.

Mr. Underwood : But that is socialistie.

Mr, A, I, PIESSE: The hon. member
ean hardly say I am advoecating socialistie
ideals. We know very well the difficulty
that was experienced to get anyone to
take up this work. It was work of a
special character and attended with risk.

Mr, dill: For that reason the State
should take it up?

Mr. A. E, PIESSE: Yes, why should
we ask any individual to run the risk of
rnination for a matter which will be of
great benefit to the State?

Mr, Gill: Then there is no objection to
State socialism when there is a bif of risk
attached to it?

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: I regret so far
as our mining industry is eoncerned that
we have not a better tale to tell. We
know very well and members of agrieul-
tural constitnencies realise the service
which the mining industry rendered to
this State, especially in its earlier stages,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And is doing now.

Mr, A. E. PIESSE: Not to the extent
it was a few years ago. I am not one
who is of opinion that our mining indus-
try is played out. T think there is still
great hope for the future. No one can
say that all the gold to be won in this
State is centred round the Golden Mile.
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Western Australia is a big country after
all.

The Minister for Mines: We are still
producing 50 per ceut. of the gold yield
of Australasia.

My, Underwood:
cupper?

Mr. A, K. PIESSE: The Ministers
statement is saiisfactory, There are also
other niinernls such as tin and copper, and
I am satisfied every encouragement and
s=zistanee should be given to develop these
industries. We have heen told hy the
Premier that eversthing will he all right
and that the good crop we expeel to reap
is going to put the country’s finances
right. Although that is noi going to be
done in one year it is going to be done
within two years, but it is very poor con-
solation to the man who is going to help
to put the couniry right to lkmeow that
one of the first Acts the present Adminis-
iration desive to give effect fo is the in-
crease of land and income taxes. Memn-
bers of the Opposition have been twilted
that the farmers always object to pay
taxes. I know there are many properties,
not only farms, but lands in this couniry,
and probably farm lands which could well
afford to pay a fair taxation. 'They have
heen well established, they have probably
had vallway communication for many
years and they are in good positions and
their owners or occapiers are well estab-
lished. When we come to consider that
so much of our land has been taken up
within the last five or six years, that is
the greater proportion of onr alienated
land, I am afraid the Government and
their supporters do not fully realise what
this increased taxation means to the new
settler. Certainly the Government arve
providing under their taxation proposals
that the five yéars’ exemption given to a
holder of land not exceeding 1,000 acres
for all land selected prior to the passing
of the Bill will be still exempted; at the
same time I think the Government have
overlooked the fact that during the lasi
few years the local governing bodies have
greatly inereased their taxation. Loeal
taxation has heen increased very con-
siderably during the last four or five
vears, While last year £50,000 was col-

What about tin and
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lected by the roads boards by way of
rates—1I have not the figures for the muni-
cipalities—1 believe a fair estimale of
this vear's vates will be something ap-
proaching £80,000. XNolwithstanding the
fact that we have gone through a most
trying period in the history of the agri-
eultuval industvy, with poor cvops last
vear which will take many of our setiters
two or three years to recover frowm, we
believe that the proposals of the Govern-
ment ire going to work a very great havd-
ship partieniarly on the new selector and
certainly when all exempiions are wiped
out. T think the Government ought fo
take info eonsideration the fact that local
authorities have doune so touch in the way
of taxation and some provision should be
made in this measure to provide——

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in discussing a measure to
come before the House.

My, A. E. PIESSE: 1 was going to
say that as far as taxation is concerned
we should apply the same provisions as
exist in New Scuth Wales. That is to
say, that an exemption should be pro-
vided. Where the loeal authorities iax
up to a certain amount the State tax
shonld not be in existence also. Then we
are told that the Government propose to
appoint a Valuer General, ereating an-
other State department, to see that
the loeal anthorities rate land properly.
I do not see anything to complain of the
manner in which the local authorities have
rated their lands in the past. My experi-
euce goes to prove that in most instances
this work is earried out by a sworn valua-
tor nnder the Transfer of Land Act. In
my distriet that has heen done for years
past,

The Minister for Works: Tt is the
majority we are trying to get at. The
minority may tax all right.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: The Minister has
the solntion of the diffieulty n his own
hands. He ean withhold a certain amount
of subsidy.

The Minister for Works: No, that is
not a fair way.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: It bas been done
in the past. We passed a measure in Lhis
Chamber a few years ago maling it im-
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perative for loeal bedies to rate up to
1d. in the pound, and I ean assure the
Governmnent they would have acted wisely
if they had left the proposals to inerease
the tax out of the question nltogether,
because whatever tax yeu put on the land
it must rednee the value of that land as
a seeurity, especially at this junecture,
when money is badly needed and tight
throughont the whole world and diffienlt
to obtain, We should be slow to put
further taxes on the land and reduce
security. I understand it is the intention
of the Government to further liberalise
the Agricultural Bank.
has been done by that institution dur-
ing pasl years has heen very good, buf
to some extent it has been disappoint-
ing. The managemeni have done well to
meet the inerensed work that has fallen
on the bank, but as money is very mneh
more diffieult to obtain and the Associ-
ated Banks have practically closed down.
and the rates of interest are increasing
daily, it is almost impossihle to get ad-
vances from the Associated Banks except
from hand to mouth as it weve,
The Minister for Warks:

limited to Western Australia,

M. A E. PIESSE: I am qguite aware
of that. We ore in a rather peeuliar
position as far as Western Australia is
concerned. We have disposed of a cer-
tain area of land which bas to be im-
proved within certain periods, and we
must have capital with which to do that
work,

'The Minister for Works: We wonld
be in a very bad way if we had to trust
to the banking institutions to assist us.

Mr, A, E. PIESSE: The private bank-
ing institutions have done good wark in
the past. .

The Minisler for Works: Why then
was it necessary Lo have an Agricultural
Bank Act in the past?

Mr. A. F. PITSSE: Because we could
nobt get the Associated Banks to look at
a holding as a security before it became
developed and improved.

The Minister for Works:
aetly the same to-day.

Thal jis not

It is ex-

The work which
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Mr. A, E.PIESSE: Tt is not the same
to-day. 'I'he chartered banks have done
good work in the eouatry.

The Minister for Works: They bave
been endeavouring in the past to get the
vesult of the development by the Agri-
enltnral Bank. The bank has proved a
propecty good and then the banking in-
stilutions have taken it.

Mz, A. E. PIESSE: In ihat case the
Agricultural Bank bas precluded a set-
tler from going any further. He pro-
bably had a big margin of securily and
found that he could go to the Associaled
Banks and get more money than from
the Agrienltural Bank, I have stated in
the past ihat settlers have been foolish
in leaving the Agricultural Bank and go-
ing to other ioslitutions and probabiy
they find that out to-day and are sorvy
for it. We are in this position to-day:
afler all the chartered banks are only
the custodians of other people’s mouaey,
money may be tightened up throughout
the world, still we have some millions of
aeres of land under conditions of improve-
ment, and money will have to be found
or exemption will have to be given to lhe
settlers in connection with the carrying
out of their improvements. 1 tlunk it
is necessary for the Government to make
provigion in the dirvection of further
liberalising the Agricultural Bank by al-
tering the policy of the bank io meet (he
present situation. Otherwise they will
find that the people are not going Lo de-
velop the country, or the agricullural in-
dustry will nol progress as fast as we
may expect it to. T have no wish to keep
the Commiltee longer more than to say
that we wish to see people come lo the
country and obiain employment. We
want to encourage people to eome here
willl money to develop the eountry. There
is anv amount of room for them, and we
want to restore confidence in the conntry.
We want to make people who come here
feel that they have every confidenee in the
country and the prosperity of the eoun-
try, so that they are not afraid to invest
their money. If we go on with some of
ihe legislation which has been placed he-
fore Parliament and some thal has been
forecasted T think we are not going to
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give- that encouragement to the peopie
thai we should give. I ouly hope even at
this late stage, the Government will not
allow iliese meusures to be so freely
brought before Parliameni, measures that
are of a character likely to disturb the
seltled conditions of this country. I
hope the prediction of the Premier that
the good harvest that is almost assnred
will have a beneficial result on the finances
of the couniry, will come to pass, and ihat
it will be the cause of inereased prosperity
and increased development of the State.

Mzr. TNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : 1 would
Jjust like to say a few words on this gues-
tion, particularly in reply to the honour-
able gentleman who has just sat down. In
dealing with the strike in the railway
worksbops, the hon. gentleman went on
to moralise considerably on the trend of
the working man of to-day. Of course he
15 not a working man himself,

Mr. A. E. Piesse: 1 espect he has
worked harder than you have.

Mr. UNDERWOQD: Once you make
the remark that a member is not a working
man the reply always is  that he has
worked larder than you have, yet some
members ilways refer to the working man
in eonnection with reduced hours and in-
creased wages, and they are always comn-
plaining of the tendeney of the men
working for wages to endeavour to get
as much as they can for their labour,
but they forget as working men, who have
worked harder than others, their efforis
have always been fo gel as many hoars
as posstble for as little as possible. 1
think the hon. gentleman should just re-
eognise that the working men have as
much right (o get as much as they can as
he has, In regard to the question of
shorter hours, shortly I may say there are
many occupations in which a man can do
as much in six hours as another can in
twelve hours during the year. 1 may say
there is a general tendency, particularly
among ihe agriculturists, to pay low
wages and work long hours. I may say
I heard some agricultural gentlemen
speaking the other day. They pointed out
that the men employed in clearing land
worked all hours. worked very long hours,
and one gentlemansaid, *‘ The more power

to them,”’ and when you heara gentleman
saying “The more power to them™ in my
experience that means less pay to them.
When an employer says “More power” it
nmeaus less pay always. Cleaving is con-
tract work as a rule, and from my experi-
euce it is the worst paid work in this
couniry. At the sawe time it is certainly
not work so hard as many other classes
of labour, and there are quite a number
of men employed at ¢learing who eould
not last ten minutes if they are put in
a ballast pit with a navvy ganger over
them. Yet they work for wages in clear-
ing land. In regard te a few other ve-
marks of the hon. gentleman in regard
to the Land Bill, he endeavoured to point
out the greai nmonnt of setilement that
took place the year before last, and he
said if the Government persisted in their
leasehold Bill this settlement will be praec-
tieally finished with. What I would like
to point out to the member and to this
House is the fact that the lale Govern-
ment did not settle the land, they sold the
land. There were thousands of appli-
cants for Jand who went away unsaiisfled.
The Government could not sopply them
with land. I know dozens of men, genu-
ing settlers, who endeavoured to gel land
in the State, and afier being (urned down
on three or four applications they left
the Siate and went somewhere else to get
land. While that state of affairs was in
exislenee the Government were selling
land to myself, for instance, io Lthe Speak-
er, to the Chairman of Commiitees, to the
Minislers on this side of the House, and
to the Oppositionists on the other side
of the House. As a matter of fact, while
these settlers were looking for land and
being refused, almost every member on
the Opposition side of the House got
land, and half the members on the Gov-
ernment side got land, and [ want to say
in my opinion they are not genuine sett-
lers. There was also Sir Winihrop Hae-
kett and Lady Haeckett, Sir Walter James
and Lady James whe got land; Mr.
Schruth, Mr. Glowrey, and almost all the
leading hLotel-keepers in Perth got land.
Mr. Sommers and other land agents, al-
most all the land agents in Perth got
land. All the leading stockbrokers were
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supplied with land, practically all the
civil servants, those in higher grades,
and who are still in the service, are
holders of this land that the late Gov-
ernment were supposed to settle. We
find the manager of the State hotel and
all of that elass of civil servants are
holders under this system of settlement
that the Opposition boasted so much
about. As a matter of faet, in the
last six years, the Government in their
administration of the land did all it
was possihle for any Governnwent to do
to block settlement in this State. They
absolutely sold the land to those who,
like myself had ne intention of settling
on it, and they turned down hundreds
and possibly thousands of people, who
had intended to settle on it, If that is
what the hon. member calls settlement of
the land, then we disagree very materi-
ally.

Mr, A, E. Piesse: 1 was alluding to ihe
people already on the land.

Mr. INDERWOOD: But (he great
bulk of the land was sold to men who
have no intention of going on it, but who
are holding it either with a view to selling
it and obtaining the unearned increment,
or working it by means of cheap labour,
and most of them will refuse to allow the
Arbitration Court fo fix the wages. I am
pleased indeed that this Government are
endeavouring to retain ai least the rem-
nants of the agricultural land which are
left, and keep it for (he genuine settlers.
The essential of their propesals is that
the man or woman who gets (he land must
reside on it, and when residing on it, it
is natural that they will have to get their
living from it. The previous Government’s
idea of setflement was to sell the land at
a fairly high price, which absolufely pre-
‘cluded any person without funds from
becoming a settler, while in the proposals
of the present Government the chance is
given to practically every man to go on
the land. Figures have been given pre-
viously, but I may quote them again. Tn
a thousand-aere hlack, at €1 an acre in the
first twenty years under (he former Gov-
ernment’s conditions, & inan paid £1,000;
under the proposals of the present Gov-
ernmeni, the pavment will amount io a
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little over £300, and the former Govern-
ment were the Government who pro-
fessed that they were already helping to
settle the land.

Mr. E. B. Jobhnston: In some cases they
had to pay £1,500.

Mr. UNDERWOQOQD : Exaectly; there
were one or {wo other statements made by
the hon. member which are well worthy
of consideration. He spoke of poison
leases, and said that the Government
would find it impossible to let poison land
under existing conditions. All I can say
is that we find it impossible to let this
land under any conditions.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: A lot of it has been
taken up.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: How much?

Mr. A. E. Piesse: Millions of aeres.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: It was taken up
at a shilling au acre, payable in twenty
vears, and a certificate had to be got to
show that it was cleared of poison. 1
happen to know that hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of that land which was
taken up under the econditions I bhave
stated has not had the poison taken off
it to-day, and Lhe Government have been
swindled hy those who took it up. The
previons Government made an egregions
mess of the poison leases, and T think it
was up to the present Government to in-
troduce a method which would be au in-
provement on that of the past.

Mr. A. II. Piesse: There is very littie
freeliold issued under those conditions.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : T know of one
or two big ones. An extraordinary thing
wmy friend mentioned was in regard to the
serub-rolling plants of the Government,
and he beeame ruite enthusiastic in sup-
poriing the idea that the Government
should provide those machines, and he
also heeame somewhat eomplaining be-
eause the Government did not use more

expedition in regard to the matter. It is
somewhat relieving fo note ihat
the whole of the members on the
opposite side at  least are not op-
posed to State enterprise. We have
heard eontinual  eritieism from  thal

side, partienlarly from the leader of the
Opposition. in regzard to the awful and
fearful trouble that was ahead of ns ow-
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ing to the Government engaging in pri-
vate enterprise and in business under-
takings, and the hon. member, I have no
doubt, quite agreed with it. At least be
never opposed any of those remarks until
it came to something which was for the
benefit of the poor struggling cockey,
and then he claimed that the Govern-
ment were not going half far enough
with their sociglistic sechemes.

Mr. A. E. Piesse : I said that the Gov-
ernment should roll the countiry before
selling it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : T have no doubt
that, if the hon. member got ihat far,
he would advocate that the Government
should take oft ihe erop for the farmers.
Again, the hon. member is highly social-
istic.” Indeed, I do not know when I have
heard a more socialistic speech than that
delivered by the hon. member in regard
to the Agrienltural Bank. He thinks
that the chartered banks have done great
things for this country. 1 agree that
they have done great things—for their
shareholders. But they are so good and
philanthropic to the agrieulturists at
least, that he wants the State to come
in and give them a hand. I will say that
T think it is up to the hon. member, after
advocating the extension of the opera-
tions of the Agricultural Baunk, and the
introdnetion of serub-vollers and tree
pullers and various other Siate enter-
prises for the assistance of the agrieul-
turists, that he should give some support
to the runming of steamships to assist
squatters and those who are strnggling
to open up the country in the Northern
parts as well as those who are in the
Southern portions. I eclaim Lhat a line
of steamships is equally essential fo the
development of the North as serub-rol-
fers and {ree-pullers are essential to the
South. T want to make a few remarks
about the financinl position.
wf the Qpposition has complained that
the Government have done nothing very
big, hut still he has to admit that the de-
fieit iz o fairly large one. I would like
to say in regard to much of the criticism
that has been levelled azainst the Gow-
ernment in regard to the size of the de-
fleit, that they should take into eon-
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sideration the past season which we have
kad in the agricultural country, aund the
past two or three bad seasons which-eul-
minated in another bad season lately
experienced in the pastoral country. We
have heard a lot about the poor struggl-
ing farmer, and he has my sympathy.
We have heard alot about the loss of rail-
way freights, but we have notheardabout
the great drought which we have had
along the western rivers of this country.
The fosses on the Ashburton and the Gas-
coyne rivers and at the head of the Mur-
chison river will amount to at least
£1,000,000. At one station alone there
were lost between eighty and ninety
thousand sheep, and when I point that
ont, members will appreciate what those
districts huve suffered. When we come
to consider this in conjunction with the
worst season that has been known in
these distriets, the greatest loss that has
ever taken place in the pastoral indus-
try in Western Australia; that all this
has happened sinee the Seaddan CGovern-
ment have been in office, and that, in con-
junction with the only bad season known
since agriculture has been an industry
in Western Australia, these things would
put any Government bhaek in their fin-
ance. The fact that we have not many
unemployed, and the fact that we have
been able to pull through as well as we
have done, speaks wonders for the re-
euperative power of the State, and also
says something for the management of
those at the head of affairs. I am going
to point out that a previous Government
had a considerably larger deficit, and
that they had this larger deficit during
good seasons when there was no loss,
when the money was not tight, and when
a Tar greater return was being obtained
from our mines. We have also had vear
after year hundreds of unemployved,
and when the pnbliec eome to realise the
posiiion the present Government are in,
and the difficulties thev have to eontend
against, T am sure they will see that it
was a fortunate cirenmstance thab the
Labour Government were in power when
the distressing lime struek the State.
T confend 1t is owing chieflv to the ad-

ministration of the present Government
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and to the inauguration of these very
works which are eomplained about, that
the State has pulled through as well
as it has done. I do not think there is
mueh more to be said, but I trust that
the agvieultural representatives when
advocating socialism—a profitable class
of socialism for themselves—will recog-
nise that there are other people in the
State who would be benefited by social-
ism, and that those people, as well as
themselves, should be given a chance.
Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury): I do not
know that I wounld have troubled to take
any part in this debate had it not been
for the fact that T was present the other
evening, and listened to the speech de-
livered by the mewmber for Pingelly, a
long, eloguent and interesting address.
That hon. member said a number of
things to which I take strong exception.
and for that reason I intend to take ad-
vantage of my privilege on this occasion

to reply to some of his remarks,
and incidentally to speak on a
few other matters as welll What
has impressed me in  connection

with the whole of this debate is that in
previous yvears some of the hon. members
who now oceupy seats on the Opposition
benches—there are not many there just
now by the way—when they were in oceu-
pation of the Glovernment benches, it was
customary for them at all times to be
most optimistie. Everything in the gar-
den looked just perfectly lovely.

Mr. Underwood: Especially the deficit.

My, THOMAS: The Treasurer was al-
ways most optimistic about the glorious
possibilities of this young country, and
deelared then ihat a defieit of a few hun-
dred thonsand pounds was absolutely
nothing; thaf when the country began to
feel ity legs, when it had bad a breathing
space, so to speak, prosperity would come
to us again in no small measure; but
strangely enough, no sooner do those hon.
members lose possession of the Treasury
bench than everything becomes gloomy.
The political sky is overcast. Pessimism
is the order of the day. The country is
going to the dogs, and poverty is staring
us all in the face. It may be that is an
honest conviction, but it may be in some
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measure that the geographical positien
of hon. members at the present time, the
faet of their being shified from the emoln-
ments of oflice over to the Opposition
side, has somewhat jaundiced their views.
The sun does nof shine so brightly as it
did prior to the last general election, and
consequently in vegard to everything doue
by the present Government they take the
gloomiest view of the situation. T sym-
pathise with those hon, members, as I
always do sympathise with mwembers of
an Opnposition, bat I think they would
show themselves to be hetler sportsmen
if they would buek up, face the world
boldly, and wait their time. It may be a
long time, and I trust it will be a very
long time before the country will trust
them to handle its affairs again, but I
would remind them that even in adversity
cheerfulness is a virtue. Tt is a duly they
owe to society. In previous years we
have had genuine unemployed difficulties
in Western Australia. We have had hun-
dreds and hundreds of men out of employ-
ment, '

Mr, Heitmann: Not very long ago, Lou.

Mr. THOMAS: No, not very long
ago. But the then Liberal (Government
treated it very lightly, and said that it
was only a temporary phase of our na-
tional existenee, and that in due course
things would adjust themselevs; there was
no need to worry. To-day a small tem-
porary diffienlty, less than those of pre-
vious occasions, hardly to be called an
unemployed difficulty, crops up, and we
hear our friends ranting of the failure
of the Labour party to attend fo the em-
ployment of the people. Strange it is
through what different glasses one looks
at things when sitting in Oppaosition and
when sitting on the Treasury benches;
what a difference it makes to one’s judg-
ment.  On the one side everything is
cheerful and bright, and on the other side
everything is dyspeptic and janndiced and
miseralde, Why is it? 1 do not know;
I can only suspect. Despite the many
charges levelled against the Treasurer for
his finaneial statement and the deficit of
which he is s0 proud, there is at least
one that cannot be alleged. During his
term of office and while the finances have
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been drifting a little to leeward he has
siuck to his position, he has remained
in Perth and faced the sitwalion, and I
have no doubt that ultimately, with his
sonnd practieal grip of alfairs, he will win.
But I know of another Treasurer who,
when the finances were drifting to lee-
ward at the rate of £15,000 a month,
hied himself away to Japan. He did not
worry himself about how the affairs of
the country were going; he was far away
in sunny Japan, probably sunning himself
in the smiles of a pretty little geisha,
and yet those hon. members who have
been so careless of the duty they owed
to the State for the salaries they were re-
ceiving, and who have been so forgetful
of what their duties were, are the frst
to-day to turn round and quibble and
carp and grow gloomy over the prospects
of the present Treasurer.

The Minister for Mines: That gentle-
man was sacked from the Treasury by
8ir Newton Moore.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes. The hon. mem-
ber who bhas so much to say on the Op-
position side, and whe is leading the at-
tack on the Government, for practically
every vear he was in office piled up a
fresh deficit, and finally his Fremier real-
ised that if the hon. member was left
there long enough we would surely drift
on to the fAnancial rocks. Immedialely
Sir Newton Moore took the Treasury
things began to show a slight improve-
ment. However, be that as it may, I
wani to devote just a few moments to
the member for Pingelly (Mr. Harper).
I listened to that gentleman with mingled
feelings. 1 admired the length, if not the
breadth of his oration, and, knowing the
hon. member as an old goldfieldsite, T was
literally astounded when I heard him
making such disparaging remarks about
the goldfields of Western Australia. One
of the things I have always lamented in
connection with party political strife is
the effort continually being made by a
certain section to stir up ill-feeling be-
tween the goldfields and the country
members, For that reason I have much
fault to find with the hon. member’s
speech. He referred on the goldfields in
no unmeasured terms and said thal lhey
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received a good deal more consideration
from the State than they were entitled to.
Those remarks were not only unjust and
unkind, but ungenerous to a degree, I
do not think I am very far wrong in say-
ing that ike hon. gentleman owes his
position in the House to what the gold-
fields have done for him, and in return
for what the goldlields have done for him
he has nothing to say for them but dis-
paragement of their resources and possi-
bilities. That is an aet which is dis-
creditable to any hon. member. In the
words of the old saying, “He is biting the
hand that fed him.”’ If there is any hon.
member who owes a debt of gratitude to
the goldfelds of the State it is the hon.
member who has said so much to misre-
present them. His action is entirely un-
justifiable. I know the two reasons why
those remarks came from the hon, mem-
ber. In the first place when the hon.
member sought Federal honours the gold-
fields gave a very decided vote in favour
of Labour. At the conclusion of those
elections the hon. member broke forth in
a tirade of abuse of the goldfields. Later,
in seeking election for a farming eon-
stitnency after he had thrown off the old
goldfields love for the new, he found that
the best way to suceceed in his ecleclion
was by praising up the district which he
sought to represent and disaparaging the
goldfields which were said to have dif-
ferent paolitical opinions. To my mind it
is disreputable in the extreme to endea-
vour to forward one’s political interests by
stirring up strife amongst the differvent
sections of the community. I represent a
farming constitueney and I am always
prepaved to urge what 1s just and right
for the farming community, but I trust
that I shall never be so mean as to [or-
get what s due to the goldfields of the
State. Where would be our prosperity
to-day and our rapid development, of
which we are so proud, if it had not been
for those plucky miners who went into the
interigr and risked their lives In opening
up and developing the goldfields which
have brought so mueh wealth and adver-
tisement to the State? I wonld like to
see every hon. member representing a
Tarming conslituency give due eredit fo
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the goldfields for the prosperily we now
enjoy, and if in time to come we do give
them a trifte wmore than they return in
revenue [ say we shall only be doing a
tardy act of justice, The hon. member
for Pingelly went on to aitribute a great
deal of our deficit and other imaginary
misfortunes to Federation. It seemed to
me a strange and anomalous position of
affairs that an hon, member whuo aspired
to be elected to the Federal Parliament
some time agoe should turn round and say
that most of the ills from which Western
Australia is suffering are due to Federa-
tion. While there was a prospect of get-
ting a seat in the Federal Parliament at
a salary much higher than we ave paid in
this State, T am sorry to say, the hon.
membar was prepared to discuss the good
things that Federalion might bring, but
immediately that opporfunity seems to
have vanished for ever he cannot say
enough in disparagement of the Common-
wealth. T do not think that is a very ad-
mirable spirit. We were told by the hon.
member that Western Australia would bave
prospered a greait deal more had we never
joined the Federation, and that we were
giving away to the Federal Government
something like half a million pounds a
year in customs that we ought to be en-
joying in Western Australia. We will
assume for the purposes of argument that
we are giving away balf a willion pounds
a year in enstoms dnties, buf we must re-
member that we are gstting something
pretty econsiderable in return. We are
getting 25s. a head for the whole of our
population. We are getting this year, T
think, something like £220,000 or £230,000
of a special grant, and T find that not-
withstanding these figures, which wonld
wipe off a good deal of the money we are
supposed to be losing in customs, in-
cluded in the Federal Estimates for the
current year is a sum of £5,438,000 to he
spent on defence. As Western Ausiralia
has a coastline of over 4,000 miles, prae-
tically one-third of the whole of the coast-
ling of the Commonwealth, it may he
claimed perhaps justly, that a big share
of that money expended in the defence
of Australia is expended in the defence
of Western Australia.
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Mr. Taylor:
people.

Mr. THOMAS: [t is a big lax on the
people, and while I am not one of those
who are anxious te push military matters
to an extreme, yet T say we would be un-
worlhy as Australians it we were not
prepared te put our hands in our pockets
te provide a rveasonable amount for fhe
prolection of the country in whieh we
live.

The Premier: Cheap insurance.

Mr, THOMAS: T have read of an in-
dividoal whe said that he was net going
to fight for Ansftralia—by the way, he
was a socialist, like the member for Kat-
anning—and if he were shot anywhere,
he would be shot behind.

Mr, Heitmann: That was ralher an
unnecessary rvemark.

Mr. THOMAS: I thought he ought to
have been kicked in the same place. I
do not like fo see Australians complain-
ing about the cost of the defence of Aus-
tralia. I am proud of the fact that we
have ceased o lean ou the old country for
omr defence.

Mr. Wisdom: We have not.

Me. THOMAS: We have to a very
large mensure, nlmost completely so, and
we are working towards the time when
we enn do so. There was a time when we
were children, politieally speaking, and
we were dependent on our parent nation
for our protection, but we have grown to
manbkood, and I want to sce Australia
shoulder her share of the burden and be
prepared to pay for her own defence, the
sae as any olher counfry is doing. That
together with the fact that we have fed-
erated and have national ideals makes
Auslralians proud of their country as we
see her marching forward to take her place
among the great nations of the world.
I need not pursue that point. In addi-
tion to what T have spoken of as returns
we get from the Commonwealth, it must
not he forgotten that over four millions
pounds is to be spenl on the great Trans-
Australian railway, and the greatest bene-
fit to be derived by any portion of Ans-
tralin from that work will he the land
in which we are living.

It is a big tax on the
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Mr, Wisdem:
million pounds.
Mr, TIHHOMAS: Tor a paltry share,

The I'remier: It is not for that work.

Mr, THOMAS: It is to contribule to-
wards the eomplelion of the work. With-
ont Federation the Trans-Australian rail-
way would never have been carried into
effect during the lifetime of any member
here; it would have been impossible with
our finances to carry out that great na-
tional work. 1 have shown what the Com-
monwealth has done for Australia; T have
not gone into the figures as [ might have
done, for I have other figures here. Take
the Post and Telegraph expenditure. Not
including new works and huildings, this
has exceeded ihe revenue by £355,000,
which has to be found by the Common-
wealth, some share of the balance being
due to Western Australia, a burden we
would have to pay werc the Common-
wealth not in existenee.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: Whal about the Cus-
toms?

Mr. THOMAS: 1 have allowed for the
loss of the Customs. I am showing that
we are really getting more back again
ihan otherwise. Penny posiage has been
a priceless blessing to Western Australia,
yeb the Federal Parliament are carrying
the whole ¢f the cost of it.

Mr., Wisdom:

“share of it. )

Mz, THOMAS: In addition to the loss
on Posts and Telegraphs, £385,000, the
Federal Government have spent £1,442,000
on new works and buildings. It is cus-
tomary among eertain politicians wha do
not stop to think to come to the eenclusion
that heeause we are not receiving the
wlhole of the Customs revenue we might
have had had we remained out of the
Pederation we are at the loss of if; but
had we the Customs rvevenue we would
also have the other expenses, the whole
cost of defence and the loss on Posts and
Telegraphs, and we wonld have a tariff
war between Western Australia and the
other States ihat ultimately would be a
tremendous disadvaniage.

Mr. MeDowall: Yon would still take
money from our people.

We arve spending two

We are -carrying our

3223

Mr. THOMARBS: 1 cannot guite follow
the hon. member.

My, Taylor: The money comes from
the people, irrespective of the Govern-
ment. -

Mr. THOMAS: Of course, and the
Commonwealth are spending it, just as
much, and appavently, as far as I am
able to get at it, more, in the interests
of Western Australia, up Lo Lthe present
anyhow, than in the interests of any other
State of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Heitmanv: I still think they
could do a little more for the develop-
ment of the States.

Mr. THOMAS: If (he hon. member
had an opportunity in that angust as-
sembly and brought to bear the search-
light of his intelligence on these affairs,
no doubt an improvement in the Federal
adminisiration would be immediately per-
ceptible. Tt oceorred to me while I
listened 1o the member for Pingelly (Me.
Harper) alleging fault nfter fault
against Federation that the hon. memher
could see nothing to be proud of in the
Federation of all the States of Australia,
in having one vast continent speaking
one langnage, and having practieally
a one-coloured people aspiring to one
preat ambition only. Tt seemed to me
that the hon. member, who could see no-
thing in the aspiration of a nation——

The CHATRMAN: We are dealing
with the Estsimates now.

Mr. THOMAS: T am trying to show
that for any loss of revenue we may have
suffered through Federation we have com-
pensating benefils. However, if 1 am
wrong I shall noi proceed on that ling of
argument further, but I hope I shall be
allowed to make one litile reference to the
hon. member before I parl company with
him. The bon. member said that the
only ray of sunshine we had in the State
at the present moment was the farming
industry. While 1 am prepared 1o make
an allowance for the farming industry,
I should think that the remark was just
about as true as if the hon. member said
he was the only ray of sunshine in this
particular Chamber. We have been
severely criticised in conneclion with this
deficit; and when T say “we” I am pre.
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pared to take a share of the blame as
well as any credit that rests on the Trea-
surer; bui while we have been criticised
most unfairly and ungenerously, we have
not been given credit for—and T apply
this to members like the member for Ka-
tanning (Mr. A. E. Piesse) who, I think,
is a fair-minded individual—what we
have done to help the farming industry
of the country, becanse muoch of the defi-
cit that has been brought about has been
hrought about in omr endeavour to do
what is right and just in the interests of
the people as a whole. I recognise the
fact, perhaps not so eclearly as my hon.
leader the Premier. that the farming in-
dustry is the foundation of prosperity in
this State. If a great architect were
building an enormous strueture that was
to stand as a monument to his memory
for all time, the first thing he wonld do
wonld be to lay the foundation as firm
as human skill and inzenuity could make
it: and having done that, then hLe wonld
proceed brick by hrick and step by step
{owards the sky, with every confidence
that his foundation was firm and suve.
Thus it is with the Labour parly. Wish-
ful of building up a structure of pros-
perity that will stand as a monument to
us for generations and generations to
conle, we are laying the foundation of
that prosperity as firmly as secience and
genius and human ingennity and skill can
make it; we are providing for the pros-
perity of the primary producer, and thus
his prosperity becomes the lasting and
enduring prosperity of the Siate as a
whole. I am not going {0 deal with many
of the questions that have been dealt with
here with rezard to cost of water and
that sort of thing during the last dvy
season; but in one act alone, in doing
away with the special charge of a shilling
a ton on new agriculiural railways, an
aet which I think T may justly say is ex-
clusively for the benefit of the man on
the land. or almost exclusively for his
henefit, with a falling rvevenue and finan-
cial diffieulties facing us such as we have
had. the Government acted generously,
It means miving away £20,000 per annum
for the benefit of one industry. and
I think thal hon. members representing
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farming constituencies and heing inter-
ested in land themselves should at least
have the decency, if not the generosity,
to acknowledge what the Labour party
really have done for them during their
short tevm of office,

Mr. E. B, Johnston: It is a charge that
would never have heen imposed if the late
Government had had any svwpathy for
new settlers.

Mr. THOMAS: While hon, members
opposile claim that they arve so fully and
so deeply in sympathy with the farmer,
it is a very remarkable thing thal when
they were in office they never made any
effort to knock off this special impost.
As a matter of fact they were instru-
mental in pulting on the farmer this un-
falr impost of a shilling a ton extra on
new spur lines of railway. It seems to
me there is some suggestion of humbug in
a party who, while they are in power,
take advanlage of their position to raise
revenne from the farmers by putting on
a shilling a ton, obtaining £20,000 per
annum by this means, though all the time
they are posing as being the friends of
the agriculturist. I wonld like very maeh
to know where the friendship towards the
farmer could come in when they were
bieceding him by that particular means.
A lot will be said about the fact that the
Labour party seek to ensure inereased
revenue by increased taxation, but I ven-
ture the opinion that if the proposals of
the Lahour party were earried, whatever
they may he, with regard te land taxa-
tion, aill the increase we would get from
the farmer alone would not amount to the
£20,000 per annmin that was saved to him
in this one item.

Mr. A, E. Piesse: My point in regard
to the taxation was that it is doing in-
jury to our seceurities, although possibly
we are henefiting by £20,000.

Mr. THOMAS: How are we doing in-
jury lo onr securities?

AMr. A. E. Piesse: By imposing further
taxation.

Mr. THOMAS: Gracious me, I fail to
see |he hon. member’s point of view. How
are we doing injury to our securities
by inereasing taxabion if we are spending
further sums in the development of the



[12 NoveEmBER, 1912.]

country? While we are increasing the
taxation in one direetion, we are certainly
remitting it in another, and T am showing
our consideration for the people in the
primary indostry by showing that while
we may be putting on a land tax with
other objects than revenue, although re-
venue i5 a big consideration, the other
objects being the development of the land,
the conntry and so forth—while on the
one hand we are making a slightly extra
impost, on the other hand we ave releas-
ing the people from a still greater burden,

Mr. A. E. Piesse: It is a bad time to
put the tax on.

Mr. THOMAS: I never knew a time
when it was not inopportune to put a
tax on anyone; it would be a very excel-
lent scheme, and we would be a most
popular Government if we counld carvy
on by remitting taxation on everyone.
And while the member for Katanning
{(Mr. A, E. Piesse} hrought forward
several socialistic proposals this after-
noon, which all mean that the Govern-
ment will need exira funds, he winces
immediately—some hon. mwembers not
only winee but loudly squeal—at the
thought of a little extra taxation. Yet
these members are always rcady to ap-
proach the Govermment with requests
for extra help and faeilities to carry on
their industries. The member for Kat-
tanning remarked that some of our pre-
sent troubles were dwe to the distur-
bance at the Midland Junction Work-
shops, and delivered rather a long com-
plaint to the effeet that the men were
eontinually asking for shorter hours and
higher pay. Yet when asked to define
exactly what differences he would have
made in connection with that strike the
hon. gentleman snid he did not exactly
know. Tt scems Lo me that there is too
much destruetive critieism and too little
eriticism of a constrnctive nature, that,
as an hon, member quoted here thig after-
noon, in every trade and profession of
the world we have to serve an apprentice-
ship except in the one trade of eriticism,
in respeet to which we need no prepara-
tion whatever. While the hon. member was
fair and genevous in his remarks—because
T believe himn tu he pecfeetly just and T
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believe he is, to say the least of it, at
all times fair—I do think that in blam-
ing us for some shorteomings and for
having brought about a loss of revenue
hy that strike at Midland Junetion, he
should at least show how it would have
been possible to do better. It may be
that some damage has been done and
some congideruble amonnt of loss in-
curred by the State as the result of that
cessation of operations at the Midland
Junction workshops. But I claim that
a very large measure of the blame, if
any were applicable to anybody, should
be placed on the shoulders of thé mem-
bers who oeeupy the Opposition benches:
because if we had a proper Arbitration
Aet in existence to-day, if during their
long years of office they had made an
effort to place suitable arbitration laws
on the statute-boolk, strikes and lockonts
would be very much less in evidence than
they are to-day.
[Mr. MeDowall took the Chair.]

Mr. THOMAS : The trouble, if any,
does not rest on the shoulders of the
Ministry, but entirely on the shonlders
of the hon, member and his party who
to-day are so ready to blame us for our
shortecomings. I consider the Government
had no other course to pursue than the
one they followed on that oceasion. Tt
was unfortunate that just after taking
office the Government assumed an atti-
tode whieh, I think, has won the ap-
proval of friends and enemies alike.
Realising the fact that they were placed
in a position to do justice to the whole
of Western Australia, they did it, un-
flinchingly taking np a position which
probably was unpopular with some of
their own party; realising that justice
had to be done they took a firm stand,
and I think the hon. member in his
calmer moments, when he meditates upon
the action we took, will, later on, be pre-
pared to say “You did the right thing”
Another point in connection with the
matter of the eharges brought against ns
for bringing about a slight shortage in
our revenue is this: if we chose to treat
the people of Weslern Ausiralia badly,
if we chose to be parsimonious enough
in the administration of owr public ne-
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counts, there is not the slightest doubt

that we should achieve a surplus. Oue
of the things so greaily fo the
credii  of the Labour party is the

fact that they have, during their short
term of office, improved the conditions of
existence so very much for all the Gov-
ernment servants. When we consider that
inereases have been granted on the Rail-
ways alone amounting to over £100,000
per annum, when we consider that the
civil servants, the school teachers and
others have received increases, when we
consider the awful financial mess the
Treasurer had to clean up when he came
into office after years of muddle and mis-
manpgement by the leader of the Op-
position; when we consider all these and
remember what we really have achieved,
I think the Premier and Treasurer is de-
serving of every possible praise by mem-
bers of the House. Not only has he car-
ried out his duties moderately well, but
he has been a big snecess, and if the hon.
member continues to do as well in futnre
as in the past he will go down to pos-
terity as one of the very best Treasurers
‘Western Australia has produced; in fact
it will be so long before he is sup-
planted that it will be a very diffienit
matter to find comparisons to show how
his work as Treasurer has panned out.
The memaber for Greenough said we seem
to he priding ourselves very much npon
the fact that the Treasurer had delivered
an honest Budget, that he had made an
honest Budget speech; and the hon. mem-
ber could not understand why we were
so surprised and so pleased about it.
After all the yvears we have had of Lib-
eral Governmenfs in Western Australia,
after all the financial jugglery we have
been permitted to witness, afier all the
political sleight of hand that has become
synonymous with the name of the leader
of the Opposition—after all the years of
that sort of thing, is it to be wondered at
that we are absolutely delighted that at
last & Treasurer has come along and has.
if he has done nothing else, delivered an
honest Budgel to the people of Western
Australia. Whatever the hon. member’s
faults and failings may be, they have
been apparent on the surface. The Pre-
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nier in playing the game has put all his
cards on the table that the people may
see what is really being done. An hon.
member interjects that the Premier still
has a eard up his'sleeve. Well, I am con-
vinced that when the occasion arrives the
Premier will play his joker as well as any
man could do, and that when the time
eomes for him to lead his hosts in the
political eampaign he will eondunet them
like a good general and bring them back to
Parliament once again, T ean quite under-
stand why the member for Greenough has
no appreeiation for the present Treasurer
—because the present Treasurer has pur-
sued a steady, consistent course since his
first advent inte polities. In order for
the Treasurer to receive the appreciation
of the member for Greenough, the Trea-
surer would require to be something of a
political cinematograph, presenting =
continual ehange of political views, throw-
ing a different picture on the sereen on
every possible oceasion. Until we can get
a politician—ana it would not be possible
to get a Labour politicianr who would be
guilty of changing his views so frequently
—unti! we can produce such a man we can
never hope for appreciation from the
member for Greenough. During the de-
bate a great deal of fault lias been found
with the Government over the purchase
of their stenmers, I believe it was the
member for Greenough who said that the
Government had bought old and worn-out
steamers that were not considered fit to
be used by the Russion Government, I
do not believe that charge for one mo-
ment. When the present Agent General
was in aetive politiecs in Western Aus-
tralin I was a pretty strong political
opponent of his; but T have some ad-
miration for lis judgment, and T believe
that while Agent (leneral in London he
has served the Labounr party as conscien-
tiously as he would have served the Lib-
eral pacty, and I am satisfied that in
operating for us in this matter not only
has he exercised good judgment and
served us houestly, but that he has se-
cured more than good value for the monex
expended. Tt seews to me idle for mem-
bers of the Opposition to eriticise our
venture in this direction. I am of opinion
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that the greatest fault they have to find
with the steamers purchased by the Gov-
ernment is the fact that the steamers are
good value for the money paid for them,
and that they have heen a great sueccess
for the purpose for which they were pur-
chased. Not only are they providing a
great convenience for the people of the
North-West, but they are proving a great
source of revenue for the whole of West-
ern Australia. If we could serve those
two purposes at the one time, our ecrities
are most unpatriotie, they let their
party feeling blind them and prevent
them judging fairly upon the operations
of the present Governmeni. In face of
keen criticism, in face of every opposi-
tion fair and unfair, the Government pro-
ceeded on their way to keep their pledges
to the people, purchased these steamers
and made them an immense suecess, bene-
fiting the people of the whole of Western
Australia. And yet sueh is the lack of
generosity, sneh the unfairness and warp-
ing influence of party polities, that we
have not found a single member of the
Opposition who has the deeeney fo ap-
prove the step we have taken. T feel [
have oceupied suflicient of the time of the
House; there are many other matters I
would like to deal with, but seeing there
are others who desire to speak, and that
it is not desirable to prevent the coming
on of other measures, I will deprive my-
self of the plensure of addressing mem-
bers at any greater length. T feel sure
that when the Budget statement is spread
throughout the whole of the State. when
its contents ave fully known and fully
appreciated. it will bring added praise
and appreciation to the Government that
control the Treasury henches of Western
Australia to-day.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 o 7.30 p.m.
[Me. Holman resumed the Chair.]

Mr. 8. STUBBS (Wagin): The Pre-
mier when taking the House into his con-
fidence and delivering his Budget speech
acknowledged that the deficiency of over
£100,000 was the result of the years
operations, and he attributed it in a large
measure firstly to the dry season and
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secondly to the enormous expenditure of
the Public Works Department in sending

water to a number of setlers who were
unable to provide for themselves, their
families and their stoek. I acknowledge
that the Government did good work in
that direction. At the same time, any
other Government in power, no matter
whether Liberal or Labour, having the
desire to see the eountry’s credit stand
good, must have done the same thing as
the Premier and his party have done. I
have on more than one occasion said that
if it were not for the prompt action taken
by the Government of the day, a number
of people in the agricultural areas would
haove been compelled to have left their
holdings. If a politician eannot acknow-
ledge either in this Charmber or out of it
that there is some good in the party in
power, although he may not hold the
same political ideas, he would be unfair.
At the same time, I must say that the
Premier in delivering his speech acknow-
ledged that the deficiency was duoe to eir-
cumstances over which he had no control.
He touched upon a very different matter
when he said notwithstanding that he
hoped to bave a large revenue this year
and a prosperous harvest, he expected to
wind up the year with a defieit of about
£300,000. Any man earrying on business
in the city or eountry might from circum-
stanees over whieh he had no control find
himself at the end of the year on the
wrong side of the ledger, but he would
not go abouf the country telling everyone
he was ruined. If he was a progressive
man he would say he had lost on this
year’s transactions, but next year the
prospects seemed good and the harvest
would recoup him for the loss sustained
in the past year. If he did not wipe out
the deficiency made in the previous year
and make provision in the event of
another bad season out of next year's
profits, T maintain he would not be carry-
ing on his business on sound lines. It
may be argued that the Goverment are
not in the same position as a man earry-
ing on a private concern, but when the
Premier delivered his Budget speech, I
take it he brought down figures which we
might fairly argne should be dealt with
on commercial lines. In fact, T have
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heard the Premier say that in regard to
many of the State trading concerns he
Las started sinee he assumed office, the
figures would be treated as if the eoncerns
were purely of a private nature and
would be available to Parliament at the
end of each year. Consequentily it cannot
be said that I am unfair in stating that
the Government figures should be eriti-
cised the same as those of private eon-
cerns when the Premier announced such
a huge deficit at the end of June next.
The business manager who made a state-
ment of this kind to his board of directors
or shareholders would soon be brought to
book.  What bank would give financial
assistance to a merchant who, half way
through the year said he espected to make
a heavy loss? Naturally the people sup-
plying him with the overdraft or the
money for shares would want more in-
formation, and some explanation as to
why lhe was anticipating such a huge
deficiency at the end of his financial year.
A glanee at the estimates of receipts and
expenditure will show to any ordinary
person that large sums of money are to
be expended in various departments.
When one considers the small population
of Western Australia, just a trifle over
300,000 people, and looks at the expendi-
ture for salaries and wages In connection
with persons employed by the Govern-
ment, I venture to say there is nobt one
person in twenty who would believe ihe
fignres disclosed here unless he went eare-
fully inte them. It appemrs to me that
a huge sum is patd every year per head
of the popnlation for the upkeep of the
Government of this Siate.

Mr. Dooley: Is not that necessary?

Mr, 8. STUBBS: I say in propertion
te the pepulation the figures are alarm-
ing, and no matter what Government are
in power, whether they be Liberal or
Labour, the question must ecommand the
altention of every man who has eharge
of the Treasury benches, unless be desires
to pile up a huge deficit for all time. I
hope that even this year the Premier will
give thal phase of the question serious
congideration because the population of
300,000 sounls eannot afford to keep going
the buge number of men wheo are drawing
salaries and wages every year from those
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300,000 people living within the slhiores
of Western Australin. I agree with those
wlio contend that it is unfair to compare
the expendilure of Western Australia, per
head of the population, with that of a
swall territory like Vicioria or New South
Wales where there are three, four, or five
times the number of people as are resident
jo this State. The buge tract of eountry
from Wyndham to Esperance that has to
be governed must of course, to any sen-
sible man, appeal as being a very difficult
on¢ to handle. I think I can ¢laim to
have some knowledge of the various de-
pariments in Western Australia, since I
have been closely identified with the mer-
cantile life of the State for pnearly tweaty
years, and in my humbie opinion the
duties of o number of officers in the Publie
Works, Lands, and other offices, could be
amalgamated, and a great saving could
be effected in regard to a number of offi-
cers who are eontinually travelling about
in various parts of the State,

Mr. McDowall: We have done that in
connection with the Water Supply.

Mr, 8. STUBBS: I believe it has been
done in a small way, but there is still
room for an enormous saving of public
moneys paid in wages and salaries. 1
yield to no one in saying that we have
publie officers who are just as eapable of
conducting the business of this State as
those in other States of the Common-
wealth or any part of the world, and
while eriticising Lhe number of officers I
am nof criticising theiv capabilities at all,
nor am 1 eriticising the salaries some of
them ave receiving. T venlure (o say a
pumber of civil servants in this State
are not getting adequate salavies for some
of the work they are called upon to per-
form. One of the departments, T know,
has heen underpaid for a considerable
tune past, and one of the bardest worked
departments in the State; I refer to the
Agricultural Bank staff. Aany of those
officers perform very arduous labour and
are worked as long hours as any em-
ployees in the Commonwealth, and no
fair-minded man could say they are over-
paid. In fact, many of them are very
mneh underpaid. The question T desire
1o bring under the notice of the Com-
mittee is the serious amount of money that
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is being paid out of the coffers of the
State annually for the upkeep of the
civil service and Government trading and
other econcerns.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) 1 Of course you are aware there has
been a special commission going into that
for the last year or two.

Mr, 5. STUBBS: Then they want a
charge of dynamite to make them bring
i their report a little quicker, because
surely it does not take a year to find out
it the departments are overmanned. It
sliould not take any commiltee a year or
two to formulate a report.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): They raised the salaries a lot;
that is all they have done.

Mr. S, STUBBS: If the raising of these
salaries was justified the Government must
have overlooked one or two important
faets, namely, that the work done in some
of the departments conld easily have been
amalgamated and thus a saving effected.

The Premier: If we had done that you'

would have been the first (o introduce a
depuation to protest against it.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: 1f T were so foolish
as {o do that, and the Premier had the
backbone that he is supposed to have, he
wounld have told me that he was runniog
{he eouniry, The Premier has a majority
behind him and he would be the fivst to
say that to me. It does not alter Lhe fact
ithat the Premier coolly comes to this
House and says that by the end of next
June he expeels to have a deficiency of
£300,000. That to my mind must com-
mand the attention and respect of every
person who is residing in the Stafe.

The Premier: Your leader had a deficit
of neariy £400,000.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Two wrongs do nof
make o rvight. 1 was not in this Chamber
when the hon. gentleman referred to by
the Premier brought in that statement.
If T had been T would have been found
telling him also what I am saying to Lhe
I'remier now, that a deficiency is not good
business, bat that may have been an aeccu-
mulation extending over some years. The
anticipated deficit whieh is before us will
be an acenmulation of only two years.

The Premier: But your leader had good
seasons at that time.
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Mr. S. STUBBS: One important fact
has been lost sight of and that is that the
population of the State is not increasing
in proportion to the expenditure. 1 main-
tain lhat it would be betier to have two
million peopie in Western Australia than
a mere 300,000. Some people say that
is all moonshine, and they would remark,
“What would you do witk them if you
had them?’ That was the ery in Canada
some years ago. I visited Canada seven
or eight years ago and the people were
then flocking into that country.

The Premier: And flocking out.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: But millions stayed
there. There was very little diserimina-
tion exercised in regard to the admission
of people, bat it was the best thinz ihat
could have happened to Canada that many
of them went out, for a lot who were not
desirable went out with them. The greal
majorily of those who remained made
Canada what it is to-day. It is no nse
whalever the Premier saying that immi-
gration on a large seale will do Western
Australia any harm, beeause it will not.

The Premier: When did I say that?

Mr. S. STUBBS: Perhaps I am wrong
in mentioning the Premier’s name, [
ought to have said a Iarge number of the
followers of the Premier deprecate immi-
gration on a large scale to Weslern Aus-
tralia.

My, Foley: There is not one man on
this side who has said that,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Then I have misread
what has appeared in print. T am awfully
glad to hear a denial from members who
say that they do not object to immigrants.
I hope that the Premier will make a note
of the remarks of some of his followers
when they say that not one member ob-
jeels to immigralion. This will remove
the wrong impression [ have had in my
mind. and an impression which thonsands
of others in this State I think have also
laboured under. T hope it will appear in
ihe Press to-morrow that the Tabour Gov-
ernment are tn favour of immigration on
n large scale.

My, B. J. Slubbs: Not on a large seale;
well regulated.

AMr. S. STUBBS: If my memory serves
me correclly, cablegrams passed hetween
.
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this State and the old country some time
back—I do not know whenee they eman-
ated, but the Labour party got the credit

of them. They were to the effect (hat
the labour market in this State was
flooded.

Hon. W, (. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): They were from Vietoria.

Mr. 8, STUBBS: I had an idea (hey
came from Western Australia,

Mr. Monger: From “Premier” Me('al-
lam,

Me. S, STUBBS: Of course members
of the Labour party deny that the eable
was sent from Western Awustralia.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: It was a long letter
and everything that was in it was true.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I do not know whom
to believe. Some hon. members opposite
shout ont that they are not against im-
migration, others again say thal every-
thineg that was in that letter that was
setil lo Mngland was true.

Mr, Green: You want cheap cocky la-
bour.

Mr, 8. STUBBS: The hon. member for
Kalgoorlie is always making inlerjections
which are not cerveet. I will not follow
him, and I will not yield to any man in
this House or outside in my desire to see
a fair day’s pay given for a fair day’s
work. Bul the tendeney is now lo get as
mnuch money from the employer as pos-
sible and to give as liftle as possible in
return. They are not sabisfied with 48
honrs o week ago. An agifation has heen
in exisience over two years for 43 howrs
a week. 'Thai has come from the Trades
Hall too. Tt has not, however, rome about
becanse public opinion has been against
it.  ‘There are a number of artisans in
Perth who desire to work 45 hoars 2
week. but let me inform the Hounse tiwd
that is not the kind of thing that will
build up a nation. Tf we ave to take our
place amongst the other nations the ve-
duction of the week’s work to 45 honrs
will not be one of the factors that will
go towards that achievement.

AMr., ’Loghlen: That is what they said
when we were working 60 honrs a weelt.

The Premier: There are thonsands who
are not working 48 honrs.
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Mr. 8, STUBBS: The belief exists to-
day, partienlarly among members oppo-
site, that the party with which T am con-
nected in Parliament are doing nothing
else but trying to deerv the working man
and keep him down with our heels.

The Premier: Hear, hear.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They know it is
wrong.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: That is a very wrong
and unfair line of argument, hecause I
do not think there is a single member in
this Chamber who desires to see poor
wages paid in Western Ausiralia.

Mr. Foley: You have always voted
against the working man getting fair con-
ditions,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: That is aboat as aecu-
rate as the other statements the hon. mem-
her has made. T have never endeavoured
to prevent anyoue obtaining fair eondi-
tions in connection with any employment
in this Sate.

* Mr. Foley: Your party bas and you
have voted with them.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: T desire to show that
in my humble opinion the Liberal party
are just as fair-minded as members on
the opposite side of ihe Chamber,

Hon. Frank Wilson: More so.

Mre. 8. STUBBS: It is my opinion
and nothing will alter it, that a conntry
will nol become prospervons if it pays
poor wages, and T hope the day is far
distant when poor wages will he paid n
Western Australia, Tf ever fhat day
should come 1 hope the Japs will come
along and inke the conntry Ffrom1 wus.
Western Australia is destined to have a
greal futare, greater T think than any
country in any other pari of His Ma-
Jesty’s dominions, but it requires eareful
management and the exercise of economy
in orvder that confidence may be given to
those persons from whom we desive to
get our wmoney with which to develop
onr many resources,

The Premier: And pay less wages,

Mr. S. STUBBS: The Premier is miss-
ing the point that 7 desire to make.

The Premier: T have not found it yet.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Beeause there are
none so hlind as those who do not de-
sire lo ses. The Premier and his parfv
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think ihat they can raise money in the
Kastern States with which to carry on
the business of the country. T hope they
will be successful, but does the Premier
realise that if a eombination of the Asso-
ciated Banks on the other side decide to
lend Western Anstralia half a million or
even 2 million, the greater portion of that
million would not be sent from the other
side o Western Australia but, if T know
anything alout business, and the Premier
will give me credit for having some know-
ledge of bnsiness methods—I know that
that monev wonld be called out of com-
mission in Western Australia and therveby
a mnnber of business people would be
deprived from getting finaneial assist-
ance to enable them [o inerease their
businesses and develop their resoumrces.

The Premier: All the chartered banks
are bringing money from the East now.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The proper thing
for the Premier to do is to endeavour to
get what money he wants in London at
the cheapest possible rate. There is not
the slightest doubt about the fact that
he will not be able to raise money in
England or in the Eastern States at the
same rate of interest as the country has
been accustomed to get it at in the past,
because a glanee at the newspapers will
show that nearly all the Rastern States
are it the market endeavouring to raise
loans either for conversion purposes or
development, and it naturally follows that
a small State lilke Western Australia, with
a population of only 300,000 people and
the lieaviest debt per head of the popu-
lation. would have to pay a little more
thai probably New South Wales ov Vie-
toria, T do net want to be misunder-
stood in saying that the resonwrces of
Western Anstralia are not equal (o those
of Vietoria or New South Wales, but in
my humble opinion Western Australia
is not as well known in Tondon, or per-
haps as favourably known as some of the
older established States, and for that rea-
son, and that reason only, the Premier
will find a litfle difficulty in seecuring
motiey at the same rate of interest as New
South Wales or Vieciovia. He may get
if, but he will not get as much per £100
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debentures as New Sonth Wales or
Vietoria.

The Premier : I think so.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : I hope the Prewier
is right. The point I desire to empha-
sise is that if the Budget speech is dis-
tributed amongst financial people in Lon-
don, the first thing that any one of these
sensible business men will say will be
““They have a Labour Government in
Western Australia, and they had a de-
fieit of £100,000 last year,” bnt when
they rvead that, T hope they will give the
Government credit for being able to do
the right thing at the right time, and
that they will believe that the deficiency
was nol eansed through any fanlt of the
(fovernment. But when they see ihat
the Premier, after anticipating a good
séason, 15 not making an endeavour to
wipe out that defieit but is adding to it
to the tune of nearvly £200,000, they will
come to the conclusion that the Govern-
ment is being administered on absolutely
wrong lines. If the Premier ean prove to
me that that line of argnment will not
be taken up in the old country 1 will be
alad 1o listen to him, but as a business
man and one who las had eonsiderable
experienee in the history of commercial
life in this State extending over 20 years,
an! being an employer of labour on a
large seale, notwithstanding some remarks
that have fallen from my friends on the
Government side that I am desirous of
secing cheap wages and cheap labour,
I claim top know something about the
{inancial condition of the State, having
followed it closely for a good many years;
and T believe the Premier is wrong in his
eontenlion that it does not matter if he
has a deficiency of £300.000 in a good
vear. The person who lends the money
will say that he does not consider the
financial slatement a good one hecause
it shows no desire for economy in any
shape or furm, and in conserquence, the
Premier will find his loan is not looked
upon with the faveur he anticipates. 1
hope T am wrong, but that is how it seems
to me the Premier’s statement will be
viewed when it reaches {he old eonntry.

The 'remier : T am not a bit nervens
about whether vou do hope that.



Mr. 8. STUBBS: I do not think the
Premier is nervous about anything; he
is about the easiest going Premier we
have ever had. When he gets away from
the House I believe he forgets that there
is such a plaee as Parliament House; he
is fortunate in being able to take things
in that spirit.

Mr. Foley : This country would look
better if he left for England to-morrow
and put the ease clearly hefore the
money-lender.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : I hope the ease will
be put clearly before the money-lender
through the Agent General, and I believe
Sir Newton Moore will do it as elearly
as any other man could. My point is that
we are piling up a deficit and the popu-
lation is not coming in as rapidly as it
should. If the population was inereas-
ing at the same rate as in certain other
portions of the British Empire, the Pre-
mier would bave no fear about raising this
money, but in my humble opinion the
Government are on wrong lines in not
endeavouring to square the ledger when
they have a good year. Neither the Pre-
mier nor any other business man can tell
what the next harvest will be. If the de-
ficieney is £300,000 at the end of June
next and Providence does not send a
rainfall sufficient to make the follow-
ing harvest a good one, what tale is the
Premier going to tell when he has to
zo to the London money market ¥

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Wait till we get to the fence.

M. 8. STUBBS: That is all very well,
but any finaneial man, when he has a
rood season

The Premier: We have not got it yet.
A pood deal of the revenue is based on
last vear’s reeceipts: in income tax. for
insfanee, we will get less this wvear, al-
thengh we have a good season.

Ale. 8. STURBR: That is all the more
reason why the Treasnrer shouid praetise
econnmy.

The Premier: You have the Estimates
there; show ns how yeou would do it.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: T have never had
charge of a depariment, but as a casual
chserver travelline aronnd the eouniry 1
feel sure that sound economy could be
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effected by an amalgamation of various
depariments and duties.

Mr. Me¢Dowall: Your remedy is an-
other “Black Wednesday.”

Mr. 8. BSTUBBS: N, it is not, I have
tried to make it perfectly clear that if we
desire to prosper, every man in the State
must bave work. I have good reason to
remember “Black Wednesday” in Vie-
toria, and I hope we shall never experi-
ence another such day in the history of
the Commouwealth. 1 remember the
fimes in Vietoria when things were so
prosperous that artisans were command-
ing 15s. and 16s. a day, and 1 remember
that the same arlisans, at the time of the
bank smash, in 1891, appealed to me, and
to others in the distriet in which I lived,
for work at 3s. a day. There is such a
thing as killing the goose that lays the
golden eggs, and that is what I want to
warn the Premier about. If things are
prosperous, do not ride the Treasury to
death. Tt would have been better if the
Premier, instead of predicting a defici-
ency of £300,000, had said “we are going
to have a good season, and we will wipe
off that deficit.” Tn times of prosperily
it does not do for a good business man
or a Treasuver to spend more money than
e receives; this economy can be prac-
tised without having any “Black Wednes-
day.”

The Premier: You do not put that
forward seriously?

My, Thomas: You are a eroaker.

My, 8. STUBBS: T have never heen
a croaker in my life. Is a man to be called
& croaker if he says that economy should
be practised when a deficit is being piled
up? TIf that be so, then I am a croaker.

Mr. Thomas: But you are predicling
calamities in all directions.

Me. 8. STUBBS: I am only speaking
on the hasis of the Premier’s own state-
ment.

Mr. O’Loghlen: As a business man yon
had a deficieney on your hooks last year.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I have no defieit on
my bhooks.

The Premier: WNeither have I, it is in
the Treasury. :
Mr. O'Lochlen:
@ood vear last vear.

You did not have a



. (12 Novemsrgr, 1912.]

My, 8. STUBBS: The season did not
affect me to any extent; instead of getiing
in the money which the farmers owe me,
it 15 on the books.

The 'remier: So it is with us.

My, S. STUBBS: The Premier does
not say that at the end of the year there
will be £3060,000 on his books; he says
there is going to be a good season and yet
there will be a deficit. I bad a good
year, on paper, undoubtedly, but that
money is owing to me, and will be paid
to me this year, or the greater part of it.

The Premier: We will have to carry
over some of the money owing to us to
allow them to pay you.

AMr, S. STUBBS: If the Premier came
before the House and said that he would
have a deficit of £300,000 at the end of
June, 1913, but that amount was abso-
luiely inoney that was owing to the coun-
try in connection with the operations of
the year 1912-13, that would be an entirely
different thing from announcing that he
will have a deficit. That is, I think, a
complete answer to the argument adduced
by the member for Forrest.

Mr, Underwood: Where did you get
the £300,00072

MMr. 5. STUBBES: I understood the
Premier fo say that he anticipated a
deficit of a great deal more than the loss
of £121,000 that he acknowledges having
made Inst vear.

Hon. Frank Wilson: £287.000 is the
defieit he anticipates.

Mr. 8. STUBRBS: That is near enongh
to £300,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They are splitting
straws, that is all.

Mr. 8. STUBRS: It appears to me
that some gentlemen on the Ministerial
side may know n lol abont administration,
but they know nothing about financing.

Mre. O'Loghlen: There are a few Na-
poleons on your side.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: There may he, I
would like some of those gentlemen who
know so mueh about finanee to come down
and give me a hand.

The Premier: Get some of them on
yonr own side.

Mr. 8. STURRBRS: I have never yet had
to come forward and say to the people
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lo whomm I owed money that 1 would have
lo show a deficit after two years’ work,
as the Government are doing. All T de-
sire to do is to put the Premier on the
right irack, and tell bim that, in my
opinion, he and bis Government will find
it diffieult to satisfy the English money-
lender, or the colonial one for that mat-
ter, by telling them twelve months ahead
that he iz going Lo have a good season
and wind up with a deficit of £287,000.
I notice that the Premier stated that he
is going to start State agricultural ma-
chinery works, and has made provision
on the Estimates for the salary of a man-
ager., I know that the State manufae-
ture of agricultural implements, in order
to eheapen them to the farmers, is on the
platform of his party, but I have yet to
learn that any Government e¢an manufac-
ture implements for agriculturists in com-
petilion with private enterprise. If my
mentory serves me right, there are several
firms in this State who have expended
large sums of money in the erection of
buildings and machinery; I hold no brief
for them, beeaunse 1 have never spoken to
any of them, nor have they spoken to me,
but I do say it is hard on them after the
expenditure of those large sums of money
to have the (Govermment starting in op-
position to them. Tf the Government are
going to kill private enlerprise, then the
sooner the Stale is handed over to them
in every shape and form. ineluding even
stores for the sale of drapery and hard-

“ware, the better it will he for all eon-

cerned.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Private enterprise is
killing the farmers to-day; look at the
prices of agricnltural implements,

Mr. S, STUBBS: If the Government
poliey is carried into effect, the farmers
will he killed off the land entirely.

Mr. 'Loghlen: Can you justify the
present prices for agricultural imple-
ments?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I can jusify this
statement, that if the Land Bill now
hefore Parliament is put into effect, the
Farmers will not require the implements.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That
prophecy.

is a doleful
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Mr. 8. STUBBS: The hon. member is
entitled to his opinion, and I am entitled
to mine, but if there is to be no taxation
of leasehold land, where is the money to
come from to pay for the State steam-
ships that we hear so much about as being
purchased to bring down the price of
meat, and for the State hotels and State
butchers’ shops?

Mr. Green: They are to show a profit;
no money will be wanted for them.

Mr. Thomas: Did you not tell the peo-
ple of Wagin that the present was the
best Government for the farmers we have
ever had?

Mr. S. STUBBS: T told the people of
Wagin that the Government came to the
aid of the farmers by supplying them
with water and helping to keep them on
the land, but T also say this evening that
any Government who desired to keep
good the eredit of the State would have
had to do the same thing. That, of course,
does not detrpet from the merits of the
Government’s action.

The Premier: Your leader said the help
we gave was wasteful expenditure.

Mr. 8, STUBBS: I did not hear the
leader of the Opposition say it, though
I do not deny that he did not say it, but
I do say in answer to the member for
Forrest (Mr, O'Loghlen) that the tax that
will be required to keep up all these State
enterprises will have to come from the
pockets of somebody; and as the man on
leasehold land is not to be taxed,
and as the working men’s salaries
are to be exempt from being tazed
ap to £250, someone has to find
the money. I do not say that i
means confiseation, but T say that the
farmer will find the tax so heavy that he
will not be able to keep the pace going.

Mr. McDowall: It is not the farmer
who is going to pay all the taxzation.

Mr, 8, STUBBS: He is going to pay
most of the taxation.

Mr. McDowali: The dividend tax on the
goldfields will be more than the farmers
will pay.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I do not say that
the people on the goldfields do not pay
a good share, but my experience of gold-
fields in the Tastern States is that gold-
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fields do not live for all time. Bendigo
and Ballarat and many mining places
in the north of Queensland were all pros-
perous years ago, and the people who
were then dependent on mining are now
dependent on agricutture. To my mind
the man on the land after all is the man
who will be called upon to pay the tazes
of this eountry when the mining—and I
hope the day will be far distant—will be
a thing of the past.

Mr. Mullany: We will be all angels
then.

Mr. Foley: You had better move a
motion of no-confidence in vour leader for
his statement.

Mr, S. STUBBS: He can take care of
himself.

Mr, Foley: So will the goldfields.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: 1 say undoubtedly
that the man on the land is the man who
will be called upon to pay the taxes if
the gold-mining industry peters ont and
the population of the goldfields natur-
ally diminishes through the people hav-
ing to seek fresh fields of employinent.
The land will be called upon eventually
to keep things going. If I am wrong in
that contention I shall be glad to be put
right.

Mr. Green: You are giving us one of
vour old Upper House speeches.

Mr. S, STUBBS: I may bhe, but I
know as mueh about business as the hon.
member, eonsequently it does not trouble
me what he says. The Upper House ean
look after itself and does not require any
effort on my part.

- Mr. O'Loghlen: TIs it not likely that
those State enterprises will be profii-
ahle; for instance, State hotels?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: If the butchering
business is a sample of the profits that
are to be made I have yet to learn where
the low price of meat is coming in. In
the country distriets every person I have
asked has told me that meat is even
dearer than before the steamers were
purchased.

Tie Premier: That is not so.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: It is perfectly true.

The Premier: It is absolutely incor-
reet.



{12 Noveixser, 1912.)

Mr. & STUBBS: I defy contradic-
tion when } say that in many districis
I know of meat is dearer than it was 12
months ago. I the Goveriment were
wping o do such wonders in bringing
down the price of meat, why have ihey
not done so!

Mr. Munsie: So they bave,

Mr. S, S8TUBBS: They were going
to bring down the price of meat immedi-
ately.

The TPremier:
metropolitan area.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: We were going to
et cheap fish, hut it is dearer now than
ever it was in the history of the State,
and if all the trading concerns of the
State are to be as profitable as the but-
chering trade, then God help Western
Australia! That is all T can say. State
enterprises are In a large measure a
great mistake. 1 agree that methods of
transit must be execluded. Railwavs and
tramways should belong to the State.

My, Heitmann: Why?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Beeause they arve
a public convenience, hut no man could
make me believe that the aetion of buy-
ing steamers and running meat down
from the North-West has made meai
cheaper or is likely to make ii cheaper.
I bave all along pointed out that the laws
of supply and demand regnlate the price
of meat to a very large extent in this or
in any other State.

Member: The “cattle kings” regnlate il.

Mr. S. STUBES: T have not met many
of these “catile kings” I hear so much
about, T ean assure bon. members that
bntehers in the coantry disiricts will tell
a different tale about these “cattle kings.”
They ecannot get their cattle down from
the North-West even now though the
Government have bought steamers that
have been plying up and down every
month, and the country butehers have to
send to South Australia for their meat,
and they tell me that it takes them all
their time to make it pay at 6d. and 7d.
a pound, the prices T have to pay for
Jarge quantifies to supply to the hands
on my farm. The price of meat
to-day is dearer than. or as dear
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So they have in the
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as it was 12 months ago. Can =&
saneg man tell me I am wrong in saying
that the Government lave not reduced the
price of meat? 'They imay have done so
in one or two isolated enses wheve a
cheap-jack huteher says that he has re-
duced the price of meat, but it only lasls
a few days and he cannot get any morve
meat. I heard only the other day that
a Government man went {o a prominent
anetioneer in the town and said, I want
100 lambs, 100 wethers, and so many head
of bullocks, and 1 want you lo buy them.”
e gave the auctioneer no price. but told
him to o info the open market and buy
them, Do members tell me that is a fair
way of bringing down the price of meat,
and that these methods receive (he sane-
tion and the hall mark of the Govern-
ment? If my information is eorreet, and
I believe it is reliable, then T say that the
Government whe started out with the hue
and ery on the hustings that they were
zoing to bring down this meat ring or
meat square or whatever they call it, lave
not nchieved the objeet they had, and at
the end of 12 months, when wenr and
tezr are ftaken into econsideralion, and
the wages and the coal and all the other
meidentals to the running of the steam-
ers trading on the North-West const, they
will tind rhat they have not made prolfit
or reduced the priee of meat to the ex-
tent they led the public to believe. If T
am shown to be wrong when the Premier
brings down his statement of receipts and
expenditnre, I promise him to be just and
to withdraw my statemenis of to-night if
T find tley are incorrect; but first I
want to be satisfied that every item of
expenditure and interest on the money is
properly accounted for before I believe
that any Government, Liberal or Labour,
ean veduce the price of meat in the man-
ner in which the present Government say
they can do it

The Premier:
admit it.

Mr, 8. STUBBS:

The Premier:
right.

M, 8. STUBBS: 1 have vet to learn
that private enterprise cannot run trad-
ing coneerns better than any Government.

I hope you are here to

T shall he here.
We will prove it all
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Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): It is not the question of “can-
not,” it is the guestion of “will not.”

Mr. 8. STUBBS: That may be so. or
it may not. All 1 desive to say is that
the wvast majority of the people of the
State are with me when 1 say that the
trading coneerns the Giovernment pledged
themselves on the hustings to carry out
are not going to be the success that was
anticipated for them, and that the publie
will find in 12 months’ time, at all events,
that they were greatly mistaken in their
ideas ns to the receipts and expenditure
and the profit of the various trading con-
cerns embarked on. I hope, as the Pre-
mier says, that T will be in my place in
Parliament and that he ean prove to me
next year that T am wrong when I say
that thongh he expects to wind up with
a defieit of £287,000, it will he £300,000.
There are figures in the Premier’s idea of
his revenune that need looking into. One
item is rather big. He expeets to get
£100,000 from dividend duties, but from
my idea of the business of the Stafe of
Western Australia next year, with money
tied up as it is, it is not probable that
there will be £100,000 paid into the Trea-
sury in the shape of dividend duties. In
faet it will take some of the firms all
their time to square up their ledgers on
account of the difficulty they will find in
raising monev to carry on their opera-
tions,

Mr. Underwood:
without them.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: The member for
Pilbara may know something about the
North-West, but I do not think he knows
anything about finance. I do not think
he has ever had anything to do with Jarge
finaneial operations. 1 do know some-
thing aboot them, and T am in a much
better position than a man who has never
had any such experience.

Mr. Underwood: T am a shareholder
in some steamships.

Mr. 5. STUBBS: From what I hear
about some steamships they will not last
many years; they are going to pieces al-
ready. I say the Government will be wise
if they listen te reason and, instead of
showing a delicit next year, endeavour to

We will earry on
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rednee the expenditure as much as pos-
sible and economise in the variocus de-
partments. It will be very mueh more
to their eredit than ghowing a defieit. und
it will resiore conlidenee in the person in
Tingland, to whom we must all listen. to
whom we must go for credit aund for
money lo enable us to develop the re-
sources {hat we have in abundance in
Western Australia.

Ale. B, B. Johnston: Do yon noi sup-
port the State manufacture of agricul-
tural implements?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: No, for the simyle
reason that they will not cost any less
through the manufacture by the Govern-
ment ithan by private enterprise. The
people who are endeavouring to establigh
the industry will do the work just as
cheaply as the Government and better,
and we will not have more people drawing
Government pay than we have at present.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): I
have listened very patienily to the re-
marks of Lion. members on the Budget. I
have listened to the Treasurer introducing
the Budget. This Chamber for the second
time sinec I have been a meinber of it—
something like 12 years—has had 1the
opportunity of hearing an ex-Treasurer
criticise the Treasurer's Budget. In the
old Chamber in Hay-sireet on one occa-
sien we had Mr. THlingworth, ex-Treasurer,
eriticising with friendly critieism Lhe
Treasurer, Mr, Gardiner, in the Govern-
ment he was supporting. Since then we
have bean unfortunaie in not having
leaders of the Opposition who have Laen
ex-Treasurers, except the present leader
of the Opposition; aud, irrespeclive oi
what polities one holds, one must recognise
the manner in which this Budget has heen
eriticised by Lhe leader of the Opposition,
There 35 no doubt the experience the
leader of the Opposition has had as Pre-
mier and Treasurer of the State for a |
number of years qualifies him to deal with
this subjeet in 2 more masterly manner
than one without experience could hope
to do. Now I am one of those who are
of opinion that the financial outloock of
ke State, that 1s, from the Budget pre-
sented by the Premier, is anything but
bright. The Premier bas indeed left a
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deal for the Deity to do. As was pointed
cut by the hon. member who has just
resumed his seaf, the Prewier expects a
deficit of somelhing like £300,000, or to
Le covrect, £280,000 odd, at the end ‘of
next financial year. We have closed the
1ast financial year with a very snbslantial
detieit, aud it is indeed to he hoped that
we will not have a bad dry season in our
agricultural areas this year. If that be
true and if it be also true, as stafed by
the Treasuver, that the last dry season
was the cause of the shortage in our
financial veturns o the close of the year
ended 30th June last, then if we bave in
front of us a good season, surely we, as
veasonable beings in this Chamber, should
be anxious to see the deficit, instead of
chimbing higher, redueing and getting less.
Fven hefore the last geneval elections, be-
fore {he present Government cccupied this
side of the Honse, when we ocenpied that
side, it was known that we were going
lo have a dry season. It was known be-
fore last zeneral eleetions that in the new
farming areas where the dry season
oblained the farmers were going to have
a bad time, and it was known also that
unless the Government stepped in
promptly by supplying water for those
farmers they would have to leave their
homes. Before I went to my elecforate in
October of last vear I heard a conversa-
tion which was not intended to be private
hetween the then member for Toodyay
(Mre, T. F. Quinlan) and the late Minister
for Works (Mr. H. Daplish). The late
member for Toodyay, who was also Speak-
er of the House at the time, had visited his
distriet, and before he decided finally to
stand for the election he pointed out to the
late Minister for Works that no matter
who represented that part of the country
the people in the new areas would be
starved out for water, and the Government
shiould immediately go to the reseue. Mr.
PDaglish intimated that he was having cer-
tain inspections made; and the late mem-
ber for the distriet stafed that it eonld
nat he done too guickiy, and that no mat-
ier what happened, unless the Government
were prepared to spend a lot of money
there was going to be a disaster for those
formers in that area. We knew that. We
reeoenised that we were roing to be called
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ujron to fight a dry season, and I think
the Premier and his colleagues shonld
lave made some effort, knowing what was
coming, to safeguard themselves against
ti. There was certainly no possible
chance of doing other than what was done
with reference to supplying the farmers
will water, but surely there wns some way
of husbanding the finances in somne other
Jirvection rather than letting things drift
as, evidently, so far as [ ean see, has heen
done. Can the D'remier or the Treasurer,
or any member oceupying the Treasury
benches show what change they have made
in  the administraiion 1o hushand the
funds this financial year which was not
done in previous years, when we were not
nreeting a dry season?

The Premier: You ought to be speaking
from the other side of the House.

Mr. TAYLOR: There is a plain state-
ment, and the Premier will, I Lope, be
able to make the position clear to the
I{ouse and the country in his reply. But
1 object to the hon. member telling me
that T ought to he speaking from over
tnere. I spoke from over there for eleven
long vears, and we will again unless the
Government alter their tactics. Let me
tell the hon. member that wherever 1
stand T will speak my mind.

Hon. Frank Wiison: He wants to gag
you.

Mr. TAYLOR : I will not allow the Pre-
mier, this Premier or any other Premier,
to speak for me. I am here speaking
a8 the member for Mount Margaret, and
spraking my own thoughts, and 1 am not
woing to allow anybody to prevent it. T
hope sach a day will never come. We
boast of our freedom as a party. As
sgon as any hon. member on the opposite
stde aftacks us with the taunt of our heing
gagged in caucns we repudiate it and say
we have freedom of thought, and liberty
of speech, and our motto is“Nobility of
character.” Where is it when one fails
tn support the Government in every par-
fhicular?  There is a ¢horus on every ccea-
sion when an hon, member desires to
speak his mind, when if is et in keeping
with the Government. While T am in the
Honse T will speak my mind. T have
siroken it at the risk of my seat hefore,
when the Premier and his colleagues at-
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tacked me in the House and in every
Labour fribunal in the Staie, undermined
me and attacked me at every corner. 1
went to my people and my people ve-
pudiated it, and put me ai ihe top of the
tree. Am I going {o be gagged by the
man who tried politieally o eut my tiroat
elore the last election? TFor what T
may say in the House 1 am responzible
to my electors, and to my eleciors alone.
I am a party politician, but am not so
strong, or blind, as te allow my party
feelings to sap my last spark of manhood.
It will be a sorry day for any couniry
when party polities reach sueh a state
that a member of a party dare not speak
his mind on a financial question affecting
lLis counfry.

Mr, Green: Who is objecting?

Mr. TAYLOR : Why there are ob-
jections all round. The Premier says I
onght to be speaking from the other
side.

The Premier : So vou ought to be.

Mr. TAYLOR : Because I dare to
criticise his Budget. I will eriticise it
as I choose. It is time some hon. mem-
ber on this side did. What has been
done by the Govermment during their
administration of office for twelve months
to avoid a disaster which has landed ns
with a deficit, when we kinew we would
have to spend a lot of money in provid-
ing water? A very large amount of
money expended in ftinding pipes to con-
vey the water is loan money. 1 suppose
the only loss of revenue is by railway
carriage of water to the farmers. T ven-
ture Lo say the money to supply the water
pipes to thal area is out of loan funds.
We have heard a ureat deal about the
farmers, but we have not heard a deal
about the mining areas. Not onlyv in the
House, but ontside, on every Slate ocea-
sion hon. members try to make speeches
to tickle the ears of the favmers, as if
the farmers represented a vote that seme
body desired to cateh. Why should there
be so much interest taken in the favmers,
more than in any other section of the
community? We find, if the Premier was
reported faithfuliv in the Press—he ile
same as other hon. members was visiting
agrieultural areas during recess. and dur-
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ing the session, too. on oceasions when
specches were to be made at the open-
ing of agricultural shows—we find he
sail that the deficit was nothing. The
Premier is eredited with having said
“To show my earnestness in the interests
of farmers | earve nothing for the deficit;
my first thought is for the farmer, and the
deficit alterwards.?

The Premier: Where did T say that?

Mr. TAYLOR :  The newspaper. re-
ported the Premier ss saying it at Nar-
rogin ar Wagin, 1 forget whieh.

The Premier : Nothing of the kind;
it is your imagination.

Mr. TAYLOR : It is in the report
of the Premier’s speech that his first
consideration was tor the farmers and
his second the financial position. Phose
are the very words whieh appeared in the
veport of the Premier’s speech in the
West Australian. Of course if the Pre-
mier denies it I will withdraw, but T have
made the statement on the strengh of the
report in the Press.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
Press.

Mr. TAVLOR ¢ T have not heard ihe
Premier tell the House or the eountry
that his consideralion is for the wald-
Helds where the leading industry is
wndeed in need of some support, that in-
dustry we have heard so much about as
having done so much for the State. We
know that the goldfields are ot yielding
what they were, that the output of pold
is shightly diminishing, and that there is
a very large area of gold bhearing eountry
which should be further prospeeled.
This is owing to the faet that in the early
daxs n number of those places were aban-
doned because there were fresh places
to go tn. and the prospectors did not re-
tarn. Tt is necessary for the Government
{0 use some means to try to increase the
aetivity at these places and pive the gokl-
fields some furiker encouragement. I
have no desive to make any statement
agninst the hon. gentleman who 1s ad-
ministering that department. So far as
T am personally eoncerned we have dis-
cussed this matter. He and I travelled
through a great portion of the goldfields
a few months ago, and the Minister him-

I saw it in Lhe
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self saw the position of what were once
thriving towns, towns where a large
number of men werce once employed hat
which are now praetically idle. [ must
say, ton, that on the representations of
the people there, and on the advice of the
heads of the department, the Siate Miun-
ing Engineer and the inspectors of mines,
the Minister has made advances to vari-
ous people there to further develop the
mines they have been working, small
prospeeting parties. That is the means,
1 sav, the Government should adopt in
trying (o open up our goldfields and put
them ou a footing something like that of
the past. Ever since [ have been in the
House 1 have readily cast my vote in
favour of agriculture. But however
much the House desires to support agri-
culture, when any matter eomes hefore
the Chamber dealing with the employees
of the farmers, the members of the Op-
position, ov the representatives of the
agricultural districts, are ever ready to
prevent legislation giving a chance to the
employees in the farming areas. Not-
withstanding all the industrial legislation
affecting other workers passed during
ihe last 12 years we have failed te put
anything on the statute-hook affecting
the agrieultural emplevees. That is an
unfair attitnde to take up while the Hounse
has been and is still prepared fo make
conditions better for the workers in other
indnstries. While the Government of this
State are prepared to assist the agrieul-
turists, the agrienlturists’ representatives
in this House and the Government shounld
be prepared to make some advance to-
wards placing legislation on the statute-
book that would be advantageous to the
agricultural employees and place them
under the protection of indnsirial legisla-
tion the same as every other workman in
‘the land. 'We have the fact that members
have opposed it

Mr. Foley: And when T interjected the
same thing, there was a howl of indigna-
tion. '

Hon. Frank Wilson:
the Arbitration Court.

Mr. TAYLOR: We have tried to bring
them within the seope of the Arbitration

They can go to
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Court and place them in the same posi-
tion ag other workers in regard to indus-
trial legislation and have failed at every
pomt. They are practically the only em-
plovees we have not proteeted by indus-
trial legislation. 1 say if is a disgrace to
this Parliament and a disgrace to this
eountry that we have an Agrieultural
Department and an Agricultural Bank,
prepaved o lend money and preparved lo
practically give land away to the people
to settle on it, and then when they em-
ploy labonr the Government are not game
and ave not prepared—-the present Gov-
ernment are prepared to do so but no

. Government have heen prepared to do so

up te date. It is nol a fair proposition.
Still we find every member of the Opposi-
tion going to the farming areas and mak-
ing speeches to flatter the farmer and
tell him what they are saving him and
how Chey are protecting him. The far-
mer needs no telling; le ean see it.
There is no legislation to protect the em-
ployee.

Mr. Foley: T would like you to ex-
empt me from that statement.

Mr, TAYLOR: 1 am not awave that
the hon. member has visited any of (he
farming areas.

Mr. Foley:
them.

The Premier:
Opposition areas.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, T have not visited
any of the farming areas but I have visited
the Opposition eamp. T say my eriticism
of the present Government is nothing
compared with the eriticism of the work-
ers in this State. The great Labour bodies
on the goldfields eriticised the Govern-
ment hefore ever the Premier presented
his finanecial siatement, eriticised their ad-
ministration, and eniticised their Bills.

I am not smoodging to

You have wvisited the

Did not they eriticise the Govern-
ment at the Trades and Lahour
Couneil’s  meeting on  the Eastern
Goldfields? That branch of the Aus-

tralian Labour Federation eriticised the
Premier and his Government and the sup-
porters, myself inclnded, and said that
they hoped the Upper House would pro-
tect them from the legislation we were
hringing down. They not only said that
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in their meetings but printed it in the
Press. That is the largest industrial or-
ganisation on the Eastern Goldfields. No
tater than Thursday last we had the met-
ropolitan disiriet eonneil of the Ausiralia
Labour Federation eriticising the Govern-
ment for not giving their workers an ex-
ira shilling a day. Have not they smd
the Government were guiliy of offences
warse practically than privale emplovers
were guilty of, and yet the Premier is
zoing inlo hysteries bevause T am eriticis-
ing his financial statewment which 1 say
will stand eriticism?

The Premier: Not at all.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier is quite
angry. Why does he not get angry with
the Labour people outside? They are -
deed agninst many of the propositions
which the Government are bringing down,
apart from ihe finanees at ali.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He is angry with
ithem,

The Premier: 1 would not be angry
with the leader of the Oppesition. He
is straight enough to go oul into opposi-
tion on his own, but youn sit behind me.

Mr, TAYLOR: The Premier must
know there is something which appeared
in the TFest Australian on Friday last.
A meeting of the metropolitan council of
the A.L.F. was held on Thursday evening
and the report. in dealing wifh the em-
plovees’ request for an inerease of wages.
pointed out that the secrefary, Mr. Walls,
moved a motion. The report appeaved in
the Press and it is not necessary for me
{0 read if.

The Premier: Read it

Mr. TAYLOR: Tf the Premier desives
t, T will.

The Premier:
have stowed away.

Tlon. Frank Wilson: Yes, read it, let
-ns hear it.

Mr. TAYT.OR: The report stated—

Mr. Watts in moving that the unions

Read all the rest you

proffer financial assistance to the work-

ers concerned eaustieally criticised the
Minister for Railways. T was unjust,
observed Mr. Watts, that the Minister
shonld be so pigheaded as lo refuse the
men an increase from 9s. to 10s.  Sev-
«eral delegates added their gnota of eriti-
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eism of the Minister, One delegate in
commenting on the fact that a parlia-
mentary inspection had been made of
the work being doné at the scene of ihe
strike expressed disgust that the in-
crease had not heen granted, bearing in
wind that the Ministers’ salaries and

Parliamentary  inspection mentioned

would cost far more (o (he couniry than

would the granting of the incrense,

Mr. O'Loghlen: He is supposed to he
a sane man.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Go on.

Me, TAYLOR: The report eontinuad—

The bottom dog never secured juslice
and he was just abont tired of it. Men
conld not live on promises; promises
were of no use. He was 25 years in the

Labonr movement and lately his ideals

had had some shoeks. 1'he motion was

carried by a large majority.
Then the report goes on o deal with
clerks.

The Premier: Read it.

Mr. TAYLOR: There is no necessity
for the Premier to get angry. He has been
criticised in the first instance hy the elee-
tors of Tvanhoe who ave memhers of the
Kalgoorlie district couneil and has been
eriticised by the nexi largest organised
section of workers in the State, the
Trades Hall of Perth.

The Minister for Mines: You will ad-
mit these criticisms arve not always well
founded masmuch as both parties passed
resolutions condemnatory of yourself.

My, TAYLOR: Both bodies when they
earried those resolutions werce primed up
by my friends who are now wmaking mis-
takes. The eonditions are wholly differ- -
ent. These are the arguments of those
nrhnions who have sent ihelr delegates to
the council. Tt was quite different when
they had me charped with the whele of
ihe Tabour party’s resolutions and when
the Lahour eaneus made the only depart-
ure it ever made hefore or sinee thal the
proceedings of eanens on my trial should
be printed and published in the Press:
that never happened hefore or since.

Hon. Trank Wilson: Shame!

Me, TAYLOR: With all that power
behind them thev failed to archieve fhe
oljert they desired.
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Hon, Frank Wilson: Hear, bear.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 want also to say that .

when members of the Labour party were
in Opposition we advocated certain con-
ditions for the people of this State. We
theu made no secret of our attitude to-
wards the Government of the day for not
making some provision for dealing with
what was known as miners’ complaint,
namely, miners’ fibrosis. In and out of
season while in the Opposition members of
the Labour party, and especially the mem-
ber for Cue (Mr. Heitmann) moved
motions having the support of the party
denouncing not enly the Wilson Govern-
ment but the Moore Government for not
mpking provision for the consumptives
in this State. I want to know what has
been done during the last 13 months to
meet those views which were expressed
while we were in Opposition.

The Premier: Do not yon know?

Mr. TAYLOR: { want to kmow. The
Premier will have an opportunity of
replying. We Lknow there are certain
lands which the Government failed to get
on one oceasion m this Chamber, I want
to know if there is any immediate relief
being offered and in what direction.

The Minister for Mines: The land is
being cleared.

Mr. TAYLOR: We cannot be too soon
in dealing with this matter,

The Premier: Have you looked at the
Iistimates?

Mr. TAYLOR: I want o refer to a
few remarks made in e¢onnection with the
report of the Commissioner of Railways.
The member for Canning {Mr. Lewis)
and the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Dooley) took exception to these words in
the report of the Commissioner -of Rail-
wiays —

The varions items improving the
finaneial posttion of che staff at large
as detailed above totalled £107,300. It
is with extreme regret that I have oh-
served no general increase of energy or
effort corresponding with such a large
increase of expenditure,

The members mentioned have objected to
the Commissioner of Railways addressing
his chief, the Minister, in that langnage.
Considering the Act under which the Com-
missioner has heen appointed and under
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which he conirols the railway sysiem, as
Commissioner, I hope the day will never
come when any Govermwment in power
will be sufficiently strong or when any
Minister controlling the department will
arrogate to himself the power to edil any
report the Commissioner might submit.

Hon. Trank Wilson: Hear, hear.

Mr, TAYLOR: I hope the Commis-
stoner will submit his report to the Min-
ister untrammelled, a statement of what
lie, as the manager of that couneern, be-
lieves to be right and trae. If would be
a very sorry spectacle indeed for Lhe
Lubour party Lo be in Opposition and
the Liberals to be in power if the Com-
mmissioner desired to make any comment
contrary to the political views of his
Minister or the Government, that he
should be checked and his report edited.
I say the report of the Commissioner of
Railways submitted to the Minister and
then to Parliament should be the report
of the Commissioner and not a report Lo
suit the Minister controlling the depart-
ment, and I say that the charge made by
the member for Geraldion combined with
his desire that the Minister of Railways
should bave objected to that language
being put into the report is indeed
groundiess and I am pleased that the Min-
ister aeccépted the report of the Commis-
sioner as submitted. T hope that no
Minister and no (Government would desire
te do what T believe the people would not
allow, that is edit the report of the Com-
missioner or any other Commissioner
operating under Act of Parliament simi-
lar to the Commissioner of Ratlways. Ilis
report should be his report and should
not be one fo suit the political views of
lhe (lovernment of the dav., So far as
this is concerned, considering his report
woultl he eriticised, and that the Govern-
ment of the day would also be criticised,
the Commissioner of Railways must feel
not too comfortable with regard to these
views placed before members of the Gov-
ernment faithfally for their administra-
tive guidance, and for members on this
side to take exceptfion to it T say is bad
polities and bad principle. T do not care
who thinks te the contrary. What does
the Commissioner say? He says that the
working expenses of the concern he is
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controlling have increased by a eertain
amount per annum, but he does not notice
a corresponding energy put into the work,
and the lon, member for Canving (Mr.
Lewis) holds that the Commissioner said
these men were loafers. The Commis-
sioner did not say so. The hon. member
might as well have read into these few
lines ihe idea that when these men were
working for a previous Government they
were worked at top speed and that when
an inecrease of wages was gziven to them
the very life had been sapped out of them
and they were unable to respond to the
eall for more energy. One might just
as well read that into these lines as 1o say
that ihe Cowmmissioner deelared his men
to be loafers. The Commniissioner has not
smd so. He has pointed out lits views
und he is guite justified in addressing to
his Minister a true and aceurate staiement
of the position. I do not know thai there
is any uecessity to wo on any further. |1
believe the Treasurer is prepared to veply
and 1 believe the House having been dis-
appointed last week are somewhat anxions
to hear him reply to the eriticisms which
have been offered on ihe Budgel. Before
1 resime my seai T would like to refer
briefly to the posilion of the mining in-
Austry.  The Minister for Mines has
pointed out that he eannot do . .imore for
the mining industry than he has already
done because of the tightness of the finan-
cial position.  There is no doubt the
finances are tight, and that is a good
reason why perhaps he cannot do as much
as he would like to do, but T hope he will
use his very best endeavours and ioflu-
ence with his fellow Ministers to spend
mongy on the goldfields with the object
of assisting the small prospecfors. I do
not desire that there should be money
spent in providing camels, horses, and
provisions to prospeet new country for
alluvial gold or reefs. I say that there
are a numher of old workings on which
some money might well be spent. These
are shows which when the water level was
reached the original prospectors aban-
doned, principally becanse of the absence
of erushing faecilities. There are many of
these shows, and there are many men
still in the State who know where they
are, and if the CGovernment would offer
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certain assistance to these men, I am con-
filent they would open them up. All
{hat would be required would be for un-
watering to be done and then, as I indi-
cated on the Address-in-reply, for {heir
eyuipinent with machinery to keep down
the water and for winding and doing
development work., 1If the Government
could see their way clear to spend some
money in this direetion, I am sure they
would be well rewarded. 1 would be
prepared to support the Government in
spending £50,000 in that direction alone
in this vear.

The Premier: If we did you would sit
silent.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would support the
Governmenl to spend £30,000 and I in-
dicated thal during the early part of the
session. I hope the Minister will see his
way clear to, at any rate, do something
i that direction.

Mr. WISDOM (Clarement): I am
afraid, in rising at this stage, I run the
risk of having very little fresh to say,
but T am sure that what I have to zay
will not keep the Committee very long.
At the sarne time there are one or two
points on which T feel T would like to
make a few remarks, and consequently
T am going to infliet myself on the
Committee,

The Premier: You are only doing
what you have been told to do.

Mr. WISDOM : The Premier has had
experience of at least one of his own
party who has sufficient pluck to refuse
to do as he is told. Fortunately for our
side we are not in the position of having
to do what we are told. We do what
we like.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
on the carpet to-day ?

Mr. WISDOM:  Perhaps the hon.
member knows more about carpets than
I do. I have no experience or little
experience of budgets and I am not
prepared to argue on the details of thia
most marvellous Budget. I am not even
prepared to argue the important question
a8 to whose faolt it was that the Budget
was not brought down earlier. The
member for Bunbury has stated that the
late Premier shirked his responsibility
as Treasurer and when he found things

Have you been
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were bad he took a little trip to Japan
in order to get away from trouble,
but it is a significant fact that I under-
stand the late Yremier left at the end
of the year and returned in March,
and in spite of that he brought down
his Budget earlier than the present
Premier has been able to do this year.
The question of the time of bringing
down the Budget is one of a certain
amount of importance to the business
community. Naturally the people want
te know, and a great deal of business is
based unpon the financial posttion of
the Government and the financial pro-
posals for the ensuing year, and the
Premier appreciated that fact in prom-
ising that as far as he was concerned he
could see no reason why the Budget should
not be brought down early in July.
However, he did not bring the Budget
down until the 17th October. I do
not think that is a serious matter, and
I only refer to it because of the excuse
the Premier made that it was his desire
to include in it the fullest details with
regard to the trading concerns. We
have been promised that with regard to
these trading concerns we should have
full business accounts. I have tried
very hard throughout the financial state-
ment and in the public accounts to get
these fullest details but have absolutely
failed. I shall be glad to hear from the
Treasurer where those details can he
obtained. As far as I can see at the pre-
sent time they are not available. Not
only are members entitled to them,
but we have had the assurence of the
Government that these statements would
be supplied. They have not been sup-
plied. Therefore, the excuse that the
Budget that was brought down so
late in order to include the fullest
details regarding the trading concerns
will not stand No data has been
supplied upon which any idea regarding
the true position of these trading con-
cerns can  be based. Certainly the
Premier has stated that everything has
been charged which should have been
charged in an ordinary business concern.
That may be true, but what we want ig

a balance sheet and a profit and loss
account in order that we may form our
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own opinion as to whether that is the
case or not. If we do not get such
a statement we will not be able .to
ascertain the true position of affairs
regarding these concerns. If the State
accounts close on the 30th June, surely
it need not have taken from that time
till the 17th Qctober to produce the
detailed statements of these concerns.
This Budget has certainly upset all my
preconceived ideas of public finances.
Probably that is my fault. It may be
due to my ignorance on the gquestion
of public finance, but I bave always been
under the impression that it was the
Trensurer’s duty to endeavour to make
both sides of the ledger balance. I
have always been under the impression
that the Treasurer should estimate
his expenditure and then provide revenue
to meet it.

The Premier: That is a new canon

i finance.
Me. WISDOM : I have also been under
the impression that such things as

deficits were due to unforeseen circun-
stances more or less during the year,
but I think it is an extraordinary pro-
ceeding for the Treasurer, who already
has a deficit, to deliberately arrange to
have a further deficit to pile on top of
the first one. If the Treasurer cannct
find revenue sufficient to meet the
expenditure, T think it should be his
first duty to keep down the expendivure,
but if he cannot do that, then I think
the Treasurer should at least show
some of that lion-heartedness of which
we have heard, and raise revenue to
meet the expenditure he anticipates.
I agree with the member for Mount
Margaret (Mr. Taylor) and other members
who have spoken that this should be
the time when an endeavour should be
made to reduce the deficit. Instead of
that we find the Government piling up
expenditure without any hope of being
able to get revenue to meet it. The
expenditure forecasted in the present
Budget has reached the enormous amount
of £600,000 in excess of the expenditure
last year. I could quite understand
that if we could see any corresponding
increase in the revenue to justify it,
but I have yet to find that there i3
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anything more going to hbe done of
advantage in  the ensuing year,
than last year, which will justify that
expenditure. The Treasurer apparently
is relying on the merest chance to reduce
his deficit within 24 months. Surely
that is a Micawber-like attitude, waiting
for something to turn up. As the
member for Wagin has said, we shall
all be very glad if that something does
torn up. and if the Treasurer is justified
in his hopes that circumstances will
cnable him in 24 months to reduce this
large deficit of £287,000, but it is & very
flimsy hope to rely on, considering, as
has been pointed out, that in spite of
the fact that the Premier is confident
of a bumper season, he still anticipates
having at the end of that season a hugely
increased deficit. To carry that out
to its logical conclusion, if we should
have another good season in the following
year, we may anticipate that the deficit
will rise by another £200,000. It is
all very well for the Premier to say that
he wants no little Western Australians.
T notice that he carefully and wisely
qualified his remarks in that respect—
wisely because of the position he occupies
in the House facing the ladies’ gallery.

The Premier: Get on to finance ;
you are better at that.

Mr. WISDOM: This is umportant
finance, £5 per head. What I do think
we want in this country is a little more
caution with regard to our finances.

The Minister for Mines: Mark-time.

Mr. WISDOM: I notice that people
are inclined {o run to extremes in these
things.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Would you
economise at the expense of the civil
servants ?

Mr. WISDOM : I should not economise
in their rate of pay, but there should
be some justification for economising
in the number of civil servants.

The Premier : Do you mean retrench-
ment ?

Mr. WISDOM :

The Premier :
easily.

Mr. WISDOM: [ was not surprised
to hear the Premier admit that the

Yes.
You take .fright too
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work of administration is too great for
the Government.

The Premier: Who said so ?

Mr. WISDOM : T think that I heard
the Premier said that. I understood the
Premier to say that the counfry is too
large for one Government to manage.
The “ one Government ' is the present
Government. The country has never
had dual Government, and the present
Ministry are the only Government who
have realised that they are not capable
of administering the country. The ad:
raission is very pathetic, and could only
have been made by those who realise
their limitations, At the same time
I welcome the admission from the
Government, because it shows that their
original estimate of their own powers
has been considerably modified, and
really it is about the only gleam of
sunshine we have in an otherwise par-
ticularly dark financial and industrial
sky. 1t also shows that the Govermment
are beginning to realise their modest
limitations, but what they do not realise
are the limitations of the country with
the modest population we have here.
They do not realise that the present
is certainly not a time for wild-cat
schemes and socialistic land experiments.
They have not realised that it will
take the whole of the time, energies,
and powers that the Government have
to attend to the proper, legitimate
development of this country. The State’s
greatest needs are capital, land settle-
ment, and immigration, and apparently
the Government are doing their best
to keep capital away, to limit land
settlement, and to stop immigration.
By harassing industrial -legislation and
interference with private enterprise they
are doing their best to keep investors
out of the State, and not only investors,
but also selectors with capital. It is
not necessary for me to deal at any
length with the land question, because
it has been very closely debated recently
in this Chamber, but I would like to
ask why the task of prepering the land
for settlement has hron discontinued ?
I understand that the late Government
were in the habit of preparing land for
pettlement in order.that the settlers
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might be saved a good deal of the pion-
eering work on that land——
The Premier: Where ?

Mr. WISDOM : In the South-West.
Mr. Underwood: At Karrakatta.
Mr. WISDOM: 1 am informed of

that fact, and as my informant is one
on whose anthority I can rely, I belisve
the statement.

Mr. Thomas: He is pulling your
leg.

Mr. WISDOM: It will stand a lot
of that. It is obvious that the Govern-

ment with their resources and the
implements at their coramand can do
this work at & fraction of whet it costs
the settlers, and the money that is at
present being spent on these wild-cat
trading schemes would be a hundred
times more profitably spent in the
preparation of the land for settlers,
because it would hasten the stage at
which that land can be brought into
productiveness by many years. That
brings me to & question upon which
I feel very strongly and keenly, the
question of immigration. I would like
first of all to welcome the member for
Albany into the fold of those who
favour immigration. It is a pity that,
in this case also, as well as in regard to
raising sufficient revenue to meet the
expenditure, the Government are not
80 lion-hearted as the member for Albany.
We know perlectly well, and I do noi
think it can be denied, that the land
settlement in this country depends al-
most entirely upon immigration. It
does not matter what we do, even if
we prepare the land and build railways,
unless we get people on the land, all
our efforts are ebsolutely nseless. Wa
will have to compete with other countries
for immigration, and T think it is ab-
solutely suicidal! at the present juncture
to attempt to make experiments in land
tenure, by introducing a policy which
will make the land less attractive to
the settler. There is no doubt about
that. I say that, at the present time,
when other countries are actively com-
peting for population against us, that
policy is absolutely suicidal. We know
of no country in the world in which
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sach legislation exists at the present
time.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
is pgetting away from the HEstimates.
He is dealing with legislation, but he
must deal only with administration.

Mr. WISDOM: I am sorry, but the
digression is due to my inexperience.
The Government in their land admin-
istration have endeavoured to discourage
a3 much as possible the freehold systern
with the intention of bringing in a system
of leasehold. It seems to me that there
is no country in the world which has
adopted that principle, in spite of much
greater experience than can be claimed
by the present Government in the matter
of land settlement.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
knows that they ocannot adopt that
principle by administration.

Mr. WISDOM : In that case, I am
afraid that T must switch on to something
else. I was speaking on immigration,
and remarking that this country has to
compete with other countries for popu-
lation, and anything which will militate
against the bringing of population here
must have a serions effect upon land
settlement. I need herdly enlarge on
that point, because it was sufficiently
dealt with by other speakers. Dealing
with immigration, brings me to unem-
ployment. Cf course we know that
every country has wunemployed, and
amongst those unemployed we always
find some who want work, and some who
do not. 1 believe amongst the un-
employed in this State there are many
men who are really looking for work,
but those men are mostly labourers,
unaccustomed to farm work, and they
do not want to go into the country.
I wonder if it has ever occurred to the
Government that the best way to fnd
work for those people would be to satisfy
the wanis of the State in regard to
skilled labour? It is notorious that
artisan labour is scarce in this State,
notwithstanding what may be said to
the contrary by interested persons.
We know there is a shortage at the
present time and that we could absorb
nambers of plumbers, carpenters and
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men in pretty well every skilled branch
. £ the building trade.

- Mr. Foley : Would you find room for
12 pgood blacksmiths to-morrow if I
produced them ?

Mr. WISDOM: I am not an employer,
but am making a statement on the
authority of employers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Send them to
the loco. workshops; plenty of black-
smiths are wanted there.

Mr. O’Loghlen: A royal commission
sat on that question you know.

_ Mr. WISDOM : One skilled man can
make work for probably half a dozen
labourers and in the matter of railway
construction for probahbly 20 labourers,
but it appears that the Government
are deliberately retarding progress in
the inferests of a few. T commend this
aspect of the question also to the work-
ers’ unions to whom these unemployed
belong. There is no doubt that what-
ever may be said, the Government are
antagonistic to immigration. The mem-
ber for Leonora (Mr. TFoley) interjected
a little while ago asking that one member
who was antagonistic to immigration
should be named. I had not time to
name all the memhers on the other side
of the House with the exception of the
member for Albany (Mr. Price) but
it is significant that when a certain
scandalous letter was sent to the London
Press by Mr. MceCallum

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min.
ister}: Is he a member ?

Mr. WISDOM : I say when a certain
letter was sent to the London Iress
by Mr. McCallum, not one member on
the Government side repudiated it.

Mr. Underwood: We were not on
this side of the House then.

Mr. WISDOM : I the present Govern-
ment and their supporters believed in
immigration, why did they allow that
most damaging statement to 2o un.
challenged ?

Mr. Underwood :
true.

Mr. WISDOM : They tocitly admitted
the statement made by Mr. MeCallum
and backed it up. Then we have the
words of the Premier in reply to a
deputation from the unemployed re-

Because it was
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garding the queslivi. of immigration.
He said ** We have kept a steady hand
on it.” What is & steady hand on immi-
gration ? Have they kept it back and
retarded it ?

Mr. O’Loghten : Figures do not say so.

Mr. WISDOM: The Premicr also
said—

We are taking almost wholly nom-
inated passengers, mostly women and
children. .
Hon. W. C. Angwin (Henorary Min-

ister) : Are not they a good asset ?

Mr. WISDOM : I admit it.

Hon., W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister} : The best you can get.

Mr. WISDOM: Able bodied melt
who can go on the land and work are
a better assct.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : No, they are not. ’

The Premier : What about some
of you farmers over there giving them
a job ? )

Mr. WISDOM: The Premier said—

We are taking aimost wholly nom-
inated passengers, mostly women and
children. We have almost closed
down on assisted immigrants and there
is nothing to fear.

What did the Premicr mean ?

Mr. Underwood: That they would
come in without assistance.
Mr. WISDOM : Dicd the Premier

mean there was nothing to fear, that
able bodied men would not he assisted
to come into this country. There is
not the least doubt the object of the
Goverrunent and of the Labour party
is to form a close corporation, prac-
tically a trust, to restrict output in order
to keep the price of labour up and in
that respect they are not doing more than
any other combine or trust. When we
hear so much about beof brigands and
shipping rings and that sort of thing,
it would be well to remember the Labour
brigands, who have not language vile
enough to deseribe any other trust but
who are doing exactly the same thing
only in & much more bare-faced and
insolent manner.

Mr. Monger: Hear, hear.

Mr., WISDOM: I would remind the
member for York (Mr. Monger) that this
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is a serious matter. My belief is that
the CGovernment are deliberately, no
~ I will not say deliberately because they
know not what they do, but they are
positively cndangering the existence of
Austrulia as & British community. What
1 consider the most iniportant argwmnent
in favour of immigration as far as
Australia is concerned and the first
and most essential consideration is the
defence of the country. In Australia
we have an enormous country, a country
of enormous wealth and of enormous
possibilities and with an extensive coast
line.

Mr. Underwood :
the main road.

Mr. WISDOM : ¥ would like to say
that the member for Pilbara (JMr. Under-
wood) has never been as far off the main
road as 1 have been in this country.
He has not had to put up with the
hardships which I have, and if 1 have
come out of it better than he has it is
because 1 have a little more brain. This
is a country with an enormous coast line
to defend, and T believe an extremely
vulnerable country for a power strong
enough and determined enongh to at-
tempt to occupy it.

The Minister for Mines: That is why
you Liberals opposed an Australia navy.

AMr. WISDOM : In speaking of immi-
gration I am not a Liberal or a Labour
supporter but 1 hope T amn an Australian
because it is a subject of importance to
every man, woman, and child in this
country, and one that we cannot afford
to allow to become a question of party
politics. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary lin-
ister):  You wuse it pretty strongly
in that way.

Mr, WISDOM : 1 Lope I shall never
use if from the party aspect.

Hoen. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): Beeing we have brought out
2,000 more than your {riends you had
better come over here,

Mr. WISDOM: The contracts for
those immigrants brought in by the
present Government were made by the
previous Covernment. I have yet to
learn that any fresh contracts have
been made by the present Guvernment.

You keep close to

Hon. W. C. Angwin {(Honorary Min-
ister) :  Yes, they have,

Ar. WISDOM: Except as regards
nominated immigrants.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
ours.

Mr. WISDOM: This country is very
vulnerable to any power strong and
determined cnough to take an appor-
tunity to occupy it. That contingency

They were all

has not occwrred f{or the Treason
that the country has heen under
the protection of Great Britain  and
it camnot ocew in future while

that protection lasts, but i is a
very significant fact that British stotes-
men and admirals and gencerals, and those
best able to judge, realisc that by rapid
changes in the situation in Burope it is
made necessary that the dominions
should provide for their own defence.
That has been made plain to the domin-.
ions recently, and if that implies any-
thing it is the possibility that Britain
may become so involved in her own
defence as to be unable to assist in the
defence of the outlying dominions.

Mr. Underwood : We would
cheap labour then.

Mr. WISDOM : Australia is in a more
dangerous position than any other part
of the Empire, owing to its distance from
the old country, and its proximity to
great powers with whom we have a
difference of opinion on a question of
vital importance to this country. Under
the cover of the power of Creat Britain
we lhave been able to dictate terms to
these powers, terms upon which we will
admit the subjects of those powers.
In addition I may say we have been
foolish enough to adopt & habit of
speaking of and treating subjects of
those powers more or less conlemptuousiy.
When the opportunity occurs, as it
may occur, and these powers demand that
we shall give to them what they were
forced to give to the RBritish people,
that is the open door, what reply is
Australia with her handful of people
going to make ? Diplemacy can only
be strong when it is backed up by a
sufficiently strong armed force, and unless
we have population, there is not the
least doubt that we cannot have an

get
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armed force sufficient to enforce our
policy of a white Ausiralin. T do not
want to be misunderstood. I know that
probably an attempt will be made to
misunderstand me, but anyone who
knows me is aware that I am out and
out a supporter of a white Australia.

The Premier: That is a question.

Mr. WISDOM: Because I believe
in a white Australia policy, and because
1 believe that some day that policy
will depend on our having the strength
to enforce it, I consider that a vigorous
immigration policy is absolutely vital to
the safety of Australia.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Combined with the
York artillery.

Mr. WISDOM : That interjection
is what we might expect from the
member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen)
when such an important question is
being considered.

The Premier: What about letting
off one of the guns: you have been
three-quarters of an hour already.

Mr. WISDOM : We are always hearing
the cry that we are trying to overcrowd
the labour market and attempting to
bring down wages. L do not think we
could go so [ar as thot as ] have suffi-
cient faith in this country to helieve
that it can absorh thousands where we
are now receiving hundreds of people.
There must be and always will be fail-
ures. We will always have a certain
proportion of wasters, someone must
suffer to a certain extent but we cannot
make un omelet without breaking eggs.
The gencral who is afraid of sacrificing
life must incvitahly lose the fight.
The Premier has this duty as much as
any other duty of preparing for the
share of the defence of owr couutry, and
I say without hesitation that he is not
doing it. 1 would like to conclude
by quoting some very wise remarks
on this subject mude by one who is
undeniubly an authority on the question
of defenec, and who has studied the
matter on the spot from every point of
view. 1 refer to Admiral Ning-Hall.
Speaking in Melbourne on the 10th
November in reply to the toast of the
*“Army and Navy " he said—
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The Royal Navy was never more
efficient, the officers and men woere
never more zealous, never harder work-
ed, and never more slaeplessly on
guard, than at the present time, both
in the home waters and elsewhers.
The Royal Australian Navy, its
younger Dbrother, though still small,
was in & most healthy state, full of
energy, zeal, and intelligence, a ser-
vice of which every Australian must
be proud, and which was so popular
that there was a superabundsnce of
candidates for the privilege of entering
it. He could not speak too highly and
in too complimentary terms of the
manner in which daring the last 18
months the defence naval authorities
who, under great difficulties and much
criticism, had had the enormous task
the heavy responsibility . of developing
and bringing this furee into being, hod
succeeded.

The Minister for Mines: 1t was given
to you by the Labour party.

Mr. WISDOM: I give the Labour
party every credit for their defence policy,
and 1 will say that the present Minister
for Defence is the most efficient

The CHAIRMAN : If the hon. mem-
ber were in the Federal House his re-
marks might be appropriate, but L do
not think they have anything to do with
these Estimates.

Mr. WISDOM : [ am speaking now on
the question of immigration.

The CHAIRMAN : Fhe hon. member
is dealing with the question of the Aus-
tralian Navy.

Mr. WISDOM: L am trying to show

that immigration is reslly the basis of an
efficient defence force for Western Awus.
tralia, and I am trying to show the neces-
gity for vigorous imrmigration from & de-
fence point of view. In that way [ am
trying to show that it is the duty of the
present (lovernment to have as part of
their policy the encouragement of immi-
gration. . Am I in order in doing so ?
. The CHAIRMAN: But not to en-
courage immigration for the purpose of
defence. That has nothing to do with
this Parliament.
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. Me, WISDOM : Am 1 in order in quot-

ing Admirai King-Hall in his reference
to immigration ? oo

The CHALRMAN: [ have already
drawn the hon. member's attention to
what he ran dea! with.  1f he gets out of
order agein I shall very soon stop him,

Mr. WISDOM : Thank you very much.
Admiral King-Hall said—

The whole international conditions
had vitally changed during the last 10
years, in consequence of which the
Royal Navy was practically confined
to the vicinity of home waters en visags
to other groat fleets, which, as {ar ns one
could see, would always be in exist-
ence. Thore the bulk of the British
fleet must be more or less concentrat.
ed in the future.

The CHAIRMAN: T would ask the
hon. member to deal with the question
beforo the Committee. What he is read-
ing has nothing to do with the Estimates.

Mr. WISPOM: Am I in order in
spesking on immigration at all ?

The CHALRMAN : I have allowed tho
hon. member every latitude with regard
to immigration, but I am not going to
allow him to transgress as he has done
during the last [ew minutes.

Mr. WISDOM: [ can only say in con-
clusion, seeing that I am not allowed to
read the very excellent statement by
Admiral King-Hall with regard to the
importance of immigration to Australia,
and consequontly to Western Australia,
that the gist of his remarks is that Aus-
tralisa cannot possibly defend herself
uniess she has a sufficient population;
and for that reason T think it is the
duty of the present Government, as well
as any other Government in Australia,
to encourage immigration not only for
the riches it brings to the State—for it
cannot be denied that every able-hodied
man, woman and child is an asset to the
Btate, and increases the wealth of the
country but because we know that we
cannot, carry on the development of the
State. which is the most important part
of the policy of any Government, without
& vigorous immigration policy. For that
reason, and also for the reason of defence,
I consider that any Government or any
statesmen in this couniry or any uother
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Siate of Auvstralia who lay themselves
out to retard in any way healthy immi-
gration are traitors to the country, and
are doing wrong : and the day will come,
I feel certain, when the people of Aus-
tralia will call to acconunt those who have
engaged on such a suicidal policy as the
restriction of immigration, It is a policy
that is absolutely vital to Australia, and
the people of the country will point
with the finger of scorn and derision
to eany statesman who dares tinker
with this policy from purely selfish and
paltry motives.
Progress reported,

BILLS (4) RETURNED FROM
THE COUNCIL.

1. Shearers’ Accommodation
requested amendments).

2. Inebriates (with requested amend-
ments),

3. Supply (£492,225 without amend-
ment).

4. Industrial Arbitration
quested amendments).

{with

(with re-

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMIENT.
In Comunitlee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Crown land= not to be
granted.

Mr. MOXGER : Could one deal with
Clause 17

The CHAIRMAN :

disposed of.
[Mr. McDowall took the Chair.)

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Clause 2
embodied the whole principle of the
Bill, which for all time was to make it
illegal for Crown lands to be disposed
of in Western Australin except under
leasehold conditions. The principle of
the Bill ifrom its inception came hefore
us in this elause. On the previous
occasion members were forced by a fit
of pettishness on the part of the Premier
to consider the principle of the Bill
through the late hours of the evening

No, it had been
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and the early hours of the following
morning, and so it was to be presumed
that to-night, because members had
had the audacity to exercise their un-
deniable right to discuss the Fstimates
fully, they were to be penalised by being
kept in the House until the early hours
of the morning to discuss this important
TNERSUTE.

The Attorney
presuming before

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was
simply following the example set last
week, and building on what members
had to suffer last week.

The Premier: Discuss the Bill.

Hon. TRANK WILSOX : The Premier
had behaved in a disgraceful fashion
on both occasions on which this Bill
had to be discussed. The Premier had
been told on more than one occasion
that the Opposition intended to have a
say in the carrying out of legislation
passed through the House. Of course
when it came to a division the Oppo-
sition could not help themselves. Num-
bers would tell. The Premier wonld
exercise his brutal majority and apply
the lash to his followers.

The Attorney General :
unparliamentury.

Hon, FRANNK WILSOX : The Attor-
ney Ceneral had used the expression
and he was merely following that hon.
member's example.  The clause provided
that Crown lands should not after
the passing of the Act be issued in fee
simple. In other words we were to have
no wmore freehold in Western Australia.
Hon. members opposite knew that he
was entircly sand  absolutely opposed
to that, and that he had never on or off
the hustings, in public or in private,
hesitated to point out to the people of
Western Australin how detrimental this
plank of the Labour platform would be
to the country. He had realised on
many occasions that the members of the
Labour party were hound down by
Labour congress to put into their plat-
form the non-alienation of Crown lands
with a view to the ultimatc national-
isation of all lands.

Gieneral : That is

the fact.

That is

Mr. Munsie : We believe in it.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member did not believe in it. If it
meant ruination to the country to-morrow
hon. members opposite were so hide-
bound and so afraid of congress that they
would vote for it. It was idle for the
Minister for Lands to tell the Committes
that this did not mean the ultimate
nntionelistaion of all lands. It was
idle for the Premier to think that he
could exercise his judgment in respect
to one portion of the plank and not
the concluding portion, and it was
certain that the Premier was not going
to persuade the people that he was
going to stop at preventing freeholds
in the future, and was going to close his
eyes to the fact that his masters had
already hinted to him what the policy
in regard to all lands was to he. The
members of the Labour party during
the election campaign tried to pooh-pooh
the statements that were mande by the
Opposition, pointing out what this would
ultimately mean to the country. They
tried on every occasion to allay any
unrest which was apparent in regard to
this plank

AMre. Heitmann : We actualiy con-
tradicted Mr. Mitchell's statement that
we were goiny to steal the farmers’
homes,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : BSooner or
later there would be no option, and
if the Labowr party remained true to
their platform they would steal not
only farmers’ homes but freehold property
which many owners happened to possess
at the present time.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:
incorrect.

Hon. FRANIK WILSON : What were
the facts with regard to the clause ?
We were asked to provide that no
further freehold should be issued, that
no Crown lands should be given in fee
simple, and we were asked to legislate
in that direction hecause this legislation
existed in some far away country that
we had not seen any record of in history
and wherec members had lheen told
it had been tried and had proved a
g reat success.

Absolutely

Mr. Munsie :
of New South

Have you never heard
Wales ? The leasehold
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principle there has
BUCCEss.

Hon. FRANNK WILSON: Tt hed
been shown that hardly any applications
for leaseholds were heing made in New
South Wales. We had been told in
vague terms by the Minister for Lands
of some far away portion of the civilised
world where the systemn had proved
a huge success and hence he asked the
Parliament of Western Australia to
follow that example and legislate accord-
ingly.

The Attorney Ceneral:
second-reading speech.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The whole
principle of the Bill was in this clause.
How would the Attorney General deal
with it ?

proved a great

This is a

The Attorney General: I would
stick to the text.
Hon. FRANIKX WILSON: That was

the course that he was following. He
was pointing out that he had never
yet been able to ascertain from the
Minister where this legislation had proved
so successful. Members had been told
that it had heen a huge success in New
South Wales and in New Zealand—
the latier, a country which had set an
example in all democratic matters.
When we looked at New South Wales
we found that there was no legislation
such as the Minister wished us to believe
there was. They had passed legislation
there which permitted the Minister to
set aside a certain area and lease it, if
applicants wished to take it up under
such conditions. But the original powers
of selling the frechold of these lands
still existed in New South Wales. In
New Zealand it had been such a huge
sucress that the present Government,
backed by a majority of something like
30 to 17, quite recently repealed their
legislation. While the Minister for Lands
was discussing this measure thcy were
busy in New Zealand passing legislation
to repeal the Act. The Minister must
have been cognisant of what was going
on in New Zealand. It was published
in the cabled reports, and if it was not,
he could have ascertained the position.
He could gnite understand that the
Minister in his enthusiasm did not wish
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to know exactly what was geing on in
the Dominion, because the Minister had
advanced their legislation in regard to
land tenure as & reason why we should
legislate accordingly here. Western Aus-
tralia was about three years behind the
rest of Australia and New Zealand. As
a rule we came along about three years
late, and whatever the sister States or
New Zealand had enacted which was bad,
and had inade up their minds to repeal,
we took up as something new at about
the time the other States were repealing
it. We did it with our politics. The
Eastern States had tried Labour poli-
ticians and found them wanting, and
now we came along and gave the control
to a huge Labour majority. We were
never content to learn by the experience
of others, but were determined to pay
for our own experience ; and we were
paying for it pretty dearly at the present
juncture.  What- was going to be the
result of this legislation if we passed it ?
Was it going to conduce to the well-
being of the State ? At the last elections
the Premier had declared that there would
be no stagnation, no unemployed, no
financial difficulties, no confiscation, if
his party were returned to power. Was
this legislation going to conduce to the
fulfilment of that boast ? It must be
apparent, cven to those with the smallest
experience, that if we prohibited {ree-
holds in Western Auslralia we would
accentuate the stagnation we already
hed, we would accentuate cur financial
difficulties, and would certainly bring
about a depression which might mean
rather a decrease in our population than
an increase. Our very progress and
prosperity cdepended almost entirely upon
the maintenance of a constant and
continuous stream of immigrants to our
shores, and the successfu) settlement of
our lands. That was the policy that
had brought Western Australia out of
the quagmire of depression seven yeers
ago, which ennbled us to-day to poinl
with pride to the immense strides of
progression made. If that policy was
dependent, as he maintained it was,
upon the granting of freehold of the soil
to the individual, then what he depicted
was bound to ke the result of this disas.
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trous legislation. He could not con-
ceive of any body of men in their sane
senses endeavouring to legislate to hang
up the country, nor could he conceive
of his friends opposite trying to blind
themselves to the result this legislation
would undoubtedly have. How could
the Government hope to square their
finances if they vefused to sell Crown
lands, and have these lands cultivated
in order that they might produce the
wealth now lying latent. He could not
understand responsible men expecting
the members of the Opposition to render
assistance in passing a Bill of this nature.
We were being asked to experiment. Tt
seemed that hon. members who had
teken up this matter as a fad, as a theory,
were desirous of making Western Aus.
tralia the experimental ground, and that
we were to hang np our progress in order
that we might experiment for the henefit
of other portions of the Commeonwealth
and of the civilised globe. Was it right
that we should hang up the country for
the next ten years 7 Bocause it would
be & good many years before the evil
effects of this legislation were dispelled.
The clause meant a very great interfer-
ence in our progress aud prosperity, and
would recuire some better justification
than the Minister had been able to ad-
vance heretofore. We had been told
the motherland was aiming in this diree-
tion, that dear old Ireland, and other
countries, were also aiming in this direc-
tion, and that the only method of getting
away from the curse of landlordism was
to prohibit the zale of Crown lands, We
had been asked, so long as the State had
the land here and could reise the neces-
sary revenue from it for purposes of
administration, we had been asked what
did it matter whether the tenure was
called freehold or leasehold. But it
mattered a lot ; it mattered that one
could hold something that could not be
interfered with, it mattered that one
could have an indisputable title to his
land, that there should mnot he con-
ditions put upon the land, that the land
should only be liable to uniform taxation
for the purposes of the administration of
public affairs of the country. All free.
hold was liable to be taxed with a view
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to raising necessary revenue. If it was
necessary the land must suffer the tax-
ation, whether the owners went out or
stayed in, That was justifiable, -
Mr. Green: You proposed to do away
with that—catch votes, you remember.
Hon, FRANK WI1L8ON: The hon.
member ought to catch fliess.  Whilst
land in times of distress, in times of
national danger, must suffer its full
share of taxation with other property,
whilst the owner took thnt necessary risk
in his transaction, the owner knew that
so far as his tenure was concerned it was
there to remain undisturbed. But what
of the leasehold that was going to
take the place of ireehold ? Not only
had we here all the disabilities of tax-
ation if a Government came in who
desmed it necessary to tax the land,
notwithstanding that the Minister had
inserted in the Bill that it shoudd be free
of taxation in order to put a glamour
round the principle, but we had the lease-
holder coming up every 20 years to have
the value of his land reassessed ; in other
words, to have his rent raised. What
sort of tenuro was that to give to any
man ? Would hon. members be as good
as their words and convert their free-
holds into leaseholds when the Bill was
passed 7 He doubted it. They would
stick to their fresholds and let the other
man ¢ome in and take up the leasehold.
It stood to reason that any man going
out on virgin country to fashion his home
out of Crown lands, to commence a life’s
work in improving a property, to put all
his energy and enterprise into his land
end invest his capital in it in order to
have an estate which might be worth
handing down to his children after he
was dead and gone, was not going to im-
prove his estate to the same degree for
the sake of a leasehold which might not
be his after the first 20 years. It was
sgainst human nature and against the
practice and desires of the British people
wherever they were found. A person
taking a property on lease had certain
conditions to carry out, but he did not
improve the property bevond the c¢on-
ditions he had signed, and could the
Government expect that their lease-
holders, who were to be assessed every
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20 years, would improve their land as
the farmers did wunder the {reehold
systerm, knowing full well that they were
puting their capital inte the property
and that ultimately their efforts would
be duly rewarded and that even if the
individual of to-day did not reap the full
fruits of his work yet those he left behind
would have that value to [all back upon ?
He could not conceive any common-
sense individual expecting that settlers
would put anything like the work into
estates under the leasehold system,
that they did under the frechold system.

Mr. Green: The tenantry are doing
it all over the world.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The tenants
were not doing it. Tenants took all they
possibly eculd out of an estate, and left the
improvements for the landlord to malke,
except such improvements as they
were legally bound to earry out under the
torms of their lease. That had been the
cause of all the trouble in the Mother
Country and in Ireland. The trouble in
Ireland was that the tenants were ground
down by the big landlords and they were
unable to improve the land. All they
could do was to make a barc living. The
whole of the transformation in Ireland
to-day was due to the fact that the men
who tilled the soil were becoming the
owners of it. The British Goverminent
had provided millions of money in order
to repurchase the land for the tenants,
not to lease it out again, but in order to
make the tenants the owners of their
own blocks of land, in order that they
might improve it 4p to the hilt, increase
the value of the land, and get all out
of it that labour, energy nnd hope in the
future would spnur them to do. In
Vastern Australia it was proposed that
we should do the very opposite, and that
the small landowner should be encourag-
ed no longer. A policy had been adopted
in New South Wales, sent across to
Bunbury and adopted there, and had
becoma as the law of the Medes and
Persians to tho cancus-ridden members
of 1ne Labour party. But in New South
Wales they had not rushed to make the
reform like a bull at & gate, for, while
providing for the leasehold, they had
still laft power tv dispose of the free.
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hold ; and notwithstanding the benefits
that had been so often emphasised by
hon. members opposite, especially during
the last general elections, notwithstand-
ing all the stories that had been woven
round the magic word leasehold, the
majority of applicants in New South
Wales were still applying for the frechold
and a small minority were taking up
leasehold, presurmably because of some
special conditions attaching to the Jand
offered under those terms. Why should
woe not do the same thing in \¥estern
Australia instead of providing that no
estate should be acquired in fee simple,
except in the performance of an existing
contract ?

Mr. Dwyer : That is what you used to
deny.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : That denial
had never been made. The hen mom-
ber twisted one’s statement and did not
play tho game fair. Like his leaders,
when he got on the platform he put
a meaning into the words of his opponents
in order to give a bad effect and make
the people believe that he was right and
his opponents wrong. He defied the
hon. member to deny that ho had pledged
himself to stop the alienation of Crown
lands with & view to the uitimate nation-
slisation of all lands.

Mr. Dwyer: Of course I have, and I
believe in the principle, but we will
nationalise the land without confiscation
or repudiation.

The CHATRMAN : These interjection
are most disordorly.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The pro-
mises made by the hon. member were
like the promises made by the FPremier
twelve months agoe when he delivered
his Budget Speech, that by the end of
the financial year the daficit would be a
thing of the past. The deficit was now
to be trebled. There was to be no stag.
nation or unemploved, hut the stag-
nation was going on rapidly to-day and
the unemployed were with us.

The CHATRMAN : T think the hon.
member should confine himself to the
clause. There is no oceasion to get into
the Budget,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The clause
was an objectionalls one.
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Mr. Monger: [ de not like it either.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: No ons
liked it. 1f the Minister was honest to
himself and true to Parliament he would
admit that he too did not like it. In
fact the Minisier viewed this clause with
gomething like dismay and in his inmoss
heart realised that the results indicated
certainly would be Drourht about.

Mr. Green : You do not think that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Yes he did,
but the Minister was bound down by
pledges made for him and other members
at the Labour Conference.

Mr. Green: You are stating what you
know is not correct.

The CHAIRMAN : Order. Really we
must get on with the business of the

Chamber. These interruptions were dis-
orderly.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.

member ought to withdraw his remork.
Mr. Green : The remark was withdrawn.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX : The clause
would be disastrous to Western Australia
and supporters of the Government viewed
it with some concern. He counld not
realise that the Minister believed he
ought to cxempt leasehold lands from
taxation. Was it just that people should
be tempted to itake up leascholds by
telling them they would not be taxed ?

The Minister for Lands : That is not in
this clause.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, the
whole Bill was covered by this clanse.

The Minister for Lands : The taxation
comes under Clause 20.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The Minister
could rise to & point of order if he was
not satisfied. The question of leasehold
or freshold cam® umder this clause.
Under the Bill there wonld be no move
frecholds in Western Australia, and the
inducement offered to the people was
that they should be released from land
taxation. How would the Minister raise
revenue ? He was going to charge two
per cent. on the ascertained value of the
land. He would ascertain the value of
the land to fix the two per cent. by
taking the prices at which it might
reasonably be supposed to sell. Where
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would he get any selling price when the
sale of frechold was stopped ?

The Minister for Lands : On a point of
order the question of the valuation and
percentage of rental was provided for
in Clause 7, and not under this clause.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The argu-
ment he was advancing was that lesse-
holds were detrimental and unworksbls
becanse of this very provision.

The CHATRMAN : Cleuse 2 must be
interpreted very widely and it was com-
petent for all parties to argue for and
agoinst the messure ovn this particular
clause. The hon. memler was in order ;
at the same time, he should keep as close
to the clause as possible.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The clause
embraced the whole of the Bill. Tt was
proposed to charge only two per cent.
by way of rvental on leasehold lands.
Two per cent. was not the valne of
money. The Treasurer could not borrow
at four per ecent. and probably would be
glad to borrow at 4% per cent. Should
we give Orown lands into the keeping of
individualz for twenty years at a rental
of two per cent.?

Mr. E. B. Johnston : What about town
ots* + . +

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member knew all about town lots. ven
thoze lots in the sand dunes of Esperance
would increase if the Bill became law, so
the hon. member had something to look
forward to. 1f we charged by way of
rental less than the value of money to-day
we would depreciate the income of the
State and reduce the revenue which the
State woas entitled to derive from its
land.

Mr. CGreen : And have it for all time,

Hoen, FRANK WILSON : We would
have it for 20 yvears if the poor beggar
could pay the two per cent. Two per
cent. was to be based ¢on the value at
which the land would reasonably be
supposed to sell. Never had he heard
of such & mixture. In New Zcaland,
which had been held out as a shining
example, the charge was four per cent.
The law of supply and demand came in
as regarded money, land and every other
commodity, notwithstanding the sneers
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and scoffs of tho supporters of the Cov.
ernment. Henco we had the position
that the Minister for Lands was making
inroads on the ‘[reasurer’s revenue. 1f
the Bill was passed. the revenue through
the Lands Department would decrease
enormously, in fact it would not only
decrease but it woulld ceasc almost al
together. Lf we took the experience of
other countries as a guide and warning,
that was what we might expect. In
those countries where even the dual
svstem had been tried, there had been
a decided slackening off of settlers under
the leaschold principle. Were we jnusti-
fied in passing this legislation under those
circumstances ¥ Were we justifiod in
endeavouring to create what had been
consicered the greatest bugbear of recent
history in the motherland and -clsewhere
—the big landlord pgrinding down his
tonants ?  Were we justified in carrying
on this svstem in the name of the State
and putting up the State asthe sole land-
lord, creating the biggest monopoly that
perhaps Australin had ever heard of,
because members supporting the Gov-
ernment wished to experimont in con.
nection with what was the greatest
principle underlying the advancement of
any country and the building up of the
nation * Were we justified in experi-
menting in Western Australia with our
small population and limited resources ?
There was vast undeveloped wealth in
the State, hut were we carrying out our
duty to posterity if we hobbled the
people in this direction ¥ Were we
carrying out our duty to the State and
to the Bmpire ?  Members should think
twice before they passed the clause, and
if we had to legislate in this direction,
the Minister should recast the clause and
make it optional. He should give the
applicant the right to take out a lease-
held or a freehold at his option, sand

perhaps we could then see the result of
this legislation to some moderate extent
without causing a vast injury”to the
country which must ensue if the claunse
was passed as it stood. .

Mr, ) A. E. PIESSE moved—

That  progress be reported., ,
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Mation put aud a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves 12
Noes 21
Majority against ]
AVIES.
Mr. Allen | Mr. A. E. Pies.e
Mr. Broun Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Male Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Michel) Mr, Layman
Mr. Mouger ! {Teller).
Mr. Moore |
NQES.

Mr. Angwin Mr. AMullany
Mr. Bath Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier dr. Seaddan
Mr. Uooley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley i Mr, Taylor
Mr. Gardiner i Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green . Mr. Turvey
Mr. Hudson © Mr. Underwood
Mr. Joknslon ©Mr. A A, Wilson
Mr. Lewls Mr. Heltmann
Mr. MeDonald ' (Teller).

Motion thus negatived,

Hou, J, MITCHIELL ;  The sugges-
tion made by the leader of the Opposi-
tion was very reasonable. 1f the AMinis-
ter suecceeded in getting the House to
grant him power to lease land he would
do ull that he aimed at, but if there was
no land (o be seld we would be the only
State in the Commonwealth where it
would be impossible to obtain land under
the freehoid. Few members, even on the
Government side, desired that our land
system should be changed straight away,
Even to-day the Biil had bad effects, as
land was not easily obtainable and work
was scarce. No reasonable man would
agree to Lhe provisions of the Rill, and
so the clanse should he amended to make
it optional te aequire under the freehold
or the leasehold system.

[Mr., Holman resumed the Chair.]

Mr, A B, PLESSEKE @ The Minister
ought to report progress because this
clause was the kernel of the Bill. As
many couniry members had heen absent
from Lhe Flouse during (he discussion on
the serond reading, and unfortunately
had no opportonity for discussing the
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Rill, it was only natura! there would be
some little amownt of diseussion around
this clause; and seeing that country mem-
bers had only arrived in the City during
the morning after (ravelling all night
long distanees under rather trying ecir-
cumstanees, the Minister would admit
that they were physically unfit to go on
with the discussion of an important mea-

sure like this at this late hour. The
clause would bring about an  enlire

change in our land settlement policy of
the past. Even at this late stage the
Minister should see he necessity for elim-
inating the clause entively so that it
would be optional for selectors in the
future to take up holdings under lease-
hold or under fee simple conditions. The
Jeader of the Opposition had alveady
ably pointed out the ill-effects of doing
away with the puast poliey of land settle-
ment. Admiltedly rhe eonditions under
which land selection had been eonducted
in the past were not without faults,
which were only to be expected in a coun-
try like this, faking into consideralion
our vast area of second and third-class
land and our nnfoertunate position in that
a great quantity of the land was infested
with poisenous weed. TFor years past
great difliculties had presented them-
selves to the Governments of the day in
satisfactorilv seftling these lands. As
far hack as the foundation of the State
in the carly days of settlement in West-
ern  Australia, land was practienlly
given away or granted for a verv small
consideration and verv often in large
areas, and 1t was with very great diffi-
culty that settlament ecould be induced to
come Lo this country. There were in-
stances on revord of settlers having emi-
erated to Western Australia, and owing
to the vast and almost insurmountable
diffienlties presenting themselves, eventn-
allv giving up their holdings and going
to the East of Auslvalia. After that we
had land laws in which the eonditions
were not quite so liberal: lands were
granted for perhaps a little inereased
consideration, venis were higher; and
then at a later date certain restrictions
took place in regard to area. It had been
found. owing to the altered conditions of
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the State, that it was necessary to place
further limitalions upon the area to be
selected. 11 was ouly reasonable that
any Administration should seek to bring
about that end. At the same time
when we attempted to make such a
serious ¢hange as this, (o alter the whole
principle of (he tenure of land, we were
treading upon dangerous ground. We had
large arens already selected under ihe free-
hold system, and others under leasehold
conditions whiel in the ordinary eonrse of

events would hecome fee simple pro-
perty. [ must be wilmitled that in the

eranting of those areas already alienated
some of the hest of the country had
already heen taken up under frechold
conditions. Therefore it was unwise to
alter the system of lenure, especially
when we came Lo fake into consideration
the fact that now only the poorer of
the lands were available for selection.
1f it were dilfieult co satisfactorily setile
the hest of our lands under those more
liheral conditions whieh prevailed to-
day, he coniended it would be much
move difficult to settle poorer lands and
to bring about ihat utilisation we all de-
sired to see under leasehold eonditions.
Take our poison lands. It wounld Dbe
diffieult indeed, so far as he could see, to
oet people to take up those lands and
develop the limited area and eradicate
the poison plants. As a leasehold mea-
sure this was very liberal, and he con-
gratulated the Minister upon the con-
sideration wlieli he had given hoth to the
early settler and ifo the settler 1o the
initial stoges of the eradication of (he
poison weed. Al the same time, if we
did away with the privilege of allowing

a  seleetor 1o take up  freehold
we wonld do away with the in-
centive to huild np and make a
petmanent liome upon the land. No

one knew better than he did the diffienl-
lies that surronnded the country which
wns infesfed with the poison weed. It
was only during the past seven or eight
vears that it had been possible to sue-
cessfully eradicate the poison and stock
the counlry, He had visions of this land
which bad alveady been idle for many
vears remaining unimproved, if we did
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away with the possibility of a selector
being able to obtain the freehold. It
would take at least ten vears for a selec-
tor to feel that he was safe. 1t really
nieant that at the end of 20 vears he
would be positively assured that his land
was free from poison, and that he had
made an asset from something whiclh bLe
had taken up in virgin eoantry, and which
wns previously an absolute menace to the
Siate.  There were many improvements
which the selector might put vpon his
holding and whirh at the time of ihe re-
appraisement would not be Laken into
consideraiion. A visible asset might not
show a visible value, and that danger ex-
isted in connection with these lands in
pactieular, The same thing might not
apply to sueh a great extent to other
lands wlneh were poorer in character,
seeh as sand plain and lands eontaining
noorer or lighter soils. We found that set-
tlers had improved lhose soils and had
maile the unimproved value considerably
greater than when the land was first
selected, and rhen we knew if we did
away with the freehold condilions alto-
gether, we had the objection which wonld
be endorsed by every right-thinking per-
son. and that was that ihe man who took
up land as in the past had an assel which
when improved would enable him to get
eartain assistanee frem finaneinl institu-
tions, whereas under leasehold condi-
tions, it was questionable whether the
security then would be as good. The Min-
ister might have taken the House into bis
confidence as to the attitude the Agrienl-
tural Bank would adopt in vegard to
these leasehold lands. We had no infor-
mation on that phase of the question, and
it was most important that the House
should know the attitude the trustees of
the Agricultural Bank were likely lo take
or the attitude of the Government in re-
gurd to future legislation in dealing with
the Agrienltural Bank so far as this mea-
sure was concerned, ITe had visions also
of the freeholder living in the towns, the
worker who wished to retain his freehold
and be able to call the litile piece of land
his own. We would nob enconrage per-
manent development and substaniial im-

provement of property hy agreeing to the
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clause. He hoped the Minister wounld see
fit to modify the clause, or have it elimi-
naied altogether from the Bill, so thnt
settlers might have (he option of still
taking the freehold.

‘he MINISTER FOR LANDS: It had
been entirely presumption on the part of
the leader of the Opposition io declare
{hat it was intended {o compel lon. mem-
bers to sit on till the small hours of the

morning,  Sueh was far from heing the
intention. On the previvus ocension there

had heen juslifiention fov sitting right on,
because lhe Rill had been before the
ouse fur a fortnight and members had
had suflicient opportunity of eonsidering
the prineiple and marshalling their second
readine arguments. It was not -fair on
the diseussion of the elause to repeat the
second reading speeches which had gone
before. The leader of the Opposilion had
merely repeated his rvemarks of the pre-
viong occasion, building up a speech en-
firely on misstatement of the speech de-
livered by him (ile Minister for Lands)
in moving the second rveading. As an in-
stanee, the leader of the Opposition had
declared that the Minister asked hon.
members to accept the Bill becanse its
principles were in operation somewhere
in some far distant land. As a matter of
fact the mythieal land veferred to was
New Sonlh Wales, and his (the Minis-
ter’s) rvemarks i this connection had
heen based on the anthority of Sir Joseph
Carruthers, who was reponsible for the
introduetion of the principle into New
South Wales in 1895 and who, in a speech
delivered in 1912, had summed ap the
magnilicent results whiech had acerued
therefrom. The principle of the Bill, as
contained in the clause under diseussion,
had been established and confirmed on the
second reading and he had no intention
of asking mewhers to sit till the early
hours discussing it. All he asked was
that opportanity should be given of mak-
ing some reasonable pogress.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Cectainly the
second reading had to an extent estab-
lished the prineiple which the Minister
sourht lo infroduce.  Still there was a
eood deal more to come. Further infor-
malion was required. If the land was
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merely ty be leased bow were the finaneces
iv be recouped. how did the Minisier pro-
pose to halance if the revenue which came
to us now under the syvstem of selling the
land was to be denied to us under the
svefem of leasehold! Again, it was pro-
vided thai holders of conditional pur-
chase land might convert. 1f those peo-
ple were to convert. much of the revenne
the Minister now derived wonld disap-

pear. Then the member for Katanning
{(Mr. A. E. Piesse) had raised the ques-

tion of private finanee, and asked how
the leascholders were to ohtain advances.
All ihese were important questions und
ghould be winutely replied to by ihe Min-
ister. It was essential fhat a man who
went ouf into the backblocks to develop
the eountry should be able 1o hovrow
nmoney for improvements. What would
the Minister do to make it possible for the
leaseholders to carry on the work of im-
provement now that thex would not be
able to go to private finaneial institu-
tions? We conld not believe that the
Minister had not in some way mwade pro-
vision fo meet (he difficulizes that would
be oceasioned iy the substitution of lease-
hold for the freehold. The (ommitiee
should be informed on this point.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.m.

speaking
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BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION.
Second Reading.

Hon. J. B, DODD (Honorary Minis-
ter) in mwving the seeond reading said:
The Bill which we have before us is one
to amend the law with reference to comn-
peusation for tnjuaries. and its object is
alsa Lo iry to bring this State into line
with the legislation of some of the otlier
States and some of the other Fuglisl
parts of the world. Last vear
at the Imperial Conferenve a resolution
was carrvied aflicming the desivability ot
bringing aboni uniformaty in regard (o
the law for compensation for injuries,
and that vegolution was sent to the various
English speaking parls of the British
Zmpnre, and an endeavour made to bring
about uniformity. I am not going to
say that the Bill is entirvely uniform with
all Bills that have been introduced in
varions parls, bid at least | ean say that
in many respecls it is uniform. The
Workers’ Compensalion Aei at present
in existence was passed in 1902 and its
purpose was to remove the disabilities
whieh workers were snffering from in res-
pect to the Emplovers’ Liability Aet and



